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Worship Schedule

Haddam Campus

el dededad

February 1
Rev. Chris Horvath

4" Sunday after Epiphany
Mic 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Cor 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

February 8
Rev. Chris Horvath

5" Sunday after Epiphany
Isa 58:1-9a, (9b-12)
Psalm 112:1-9, (10)

1 Cor 2:1-12, (13-16)
Matthew 5:13-20

February 15
Rev. Leslie Jackson

Transfiguration
Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
Psalm 99
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

February 22
Rev. Tim Haut

1%t Sunday in Lent
Gen 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

A member of the United Church of Christ

A Message from the Moderator

January has certainly brought many tests, from illnesses to weather to
cancellations and postponements to organizing meaningful worship. I'm happy to
report that we've more than survived these challenges, ending the month with our
4t Annual Meeting of the UCCHH. We endured due to the incredible efforts of
many of us and anticipate continued successes as we approach the season of
Lent.

Worship during January was first led by Rev. Kathy Peters and then by Rev. Chris
Horvath for several Sundays. Their messages were thoughtful, comforting, and
inspiring. We will continue to use supply clergy to lead us in worship for the
foreseeable future. The constant has been our outstanding music program led by
Dr. Brian Frazier and the enthusiastic choir. Our music program is widely admired
by the churches in our Association. On February 15" we’ll welcome Rev. Leslie
Jackson, our Area Conference Minister from the Southern New England United
Church of Christ (SNEUCC). Following the service, he will lead a discussion of our
pastoral path forward and our work to resolve our ‘two-campus dilemma’. Mark
your calendars, as it should be very meaningful.

At our January Council Meeting, we established goals for this year. They are to
resolve the two-campus dilemma, improve marketing, and create a brochure
describing some of what we strive to do as a UCC congregation. Thankfully, in
2025, we completed and approved the Policy Manual, including our detailed Safe
Conduct Policy.

On February 1%, we had a very successful Annual Meeting where we added
several people to committees and approved our 2026 budget. This was followed
by a lively discussion of options for future pastoral care and managing our two
campuses, including exploring options for forming a non-profit consortium that
could help manage expenses and maintenance of our property. We also sought
feedback on the future direction of Adult Faith Formation (formerly Adult Study).
Lastly, Kristin Bastistoni announced that our application for the UCC Level One
Green Church Challenge was accepted. Following the meeting, we enjoyed soup,
sandwiches, sweets, and fellowship. | am most appreciative of the efforts to
organize and provide lunch for many of us.

The pace of church activities typically slows at this time of year, offering time for
reflection. During this season of change, as the days begin to lengthen, | find
encouragement from a passage from 2 Isaiah 43:18-19: “Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past. See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”
We are embarking on a time of change for our congregation. Let's embrace this
opportunity!

Blessings,

Greg Shields
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Mission/Outreach News

Submitted by Sue Craffey, Outreach Chair

HK Backpack Collection
As we plan for 2026...let’s start with helping our youth
stay healthy with shelf-stable milk and healthy snacks!
We will collect these through February 15%.

Save the Date
10" Anniversary Celebration of The
Nathaniel Field Memorial Foundation on
Saturday, February 7, 2026, 5-10 pm at The
Pavilion on Crystal Lake, Middletown

Haddam Food Bank Wish List

The Haddam Food Bank is looking for the following
items:

e Flour
Sugar
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Deodorant
Body wash

e Jello/pudding cups

All donations can be dropped off at 11 Jail Hill Rd or at
the church.

Thank you,
Sue Craffey, Mission Outreach chair
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For all of February,
the Sunday service location has been
changed to our
Haddam Campus
905 Saybrook Rd,
. :3%: Haddam, CT
vl
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ANNUAL MEETING

The 4th Annual Meeting of the United Congregational
Church of Haddam and Higganum was held on
February 1, 2026, following the morning worship
service (rescheduled from January 25" due to weather).

Click on the link below to view the 2025 Annual
Reports.

UCCHH Annual Report 2025 and 2026 Budget
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February Meetings

Adult Study, Tuesdays, 9:00 am (LH)
Choir Practice, Thursdays, 7 pm (Haddam)

Property, February 9", 5:30 pm (Lewis House)
Diaconate, February 9", 7 pm (LH/Zoom)
Christian Ed, February 10®, 6:30 pm (LH)
2"_Hour Meeting, February 15", 10:30 am
Outreach, February 16, 7 pm (LH/Zoom)

Council, February 17", 7 pm (LH/Zoom)



https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/047314a8-513e-9c93-90ae-3bbdb750fdcd/2025_UCCHH_Annual_Report_Complete.pdf
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Submitted by Brian Frazier, Music Director

In the Christian tradition, Epiphany is that moment we
celebrate the visit of the three wise men guided by the star of
Bethlehem to see the Christ child—a symbol of divine
revelation and a guiding light. Yet, outside of its religious
meaning, an epiphany can simply be any “aha” moment—a
sudden clarity or a fresh discovery that changes how we see
things. Sometimes, an epiphany isn’t a single flash of insight
but a slow, gentle dawn after a long night. That’s been my
experience over these past months, stepping back into the
world of church music after a fourteen-year pause. For a long
time, I thought my best days of making music might be behind
me and I had lost my musical “spark”. But life had other plans
and something truly wonderful unfolded. Returning to this
community, I found myself rediscovering old hymns and
anthems that once felt like second nature. Yet now, with fresh
eyes and a rested spirit, I began to see layers in the music and
words that I’d never noticed before. It was as if each note and
line had been waiting all this time to share a new secret with
me. But as I delved back into the hymns and anthems I once
knew, it was like seeing them in a whole new light. Each piece
of music revealed new depths I hadn’t noticed before, like
hidden stars suddenly coming into view. I’ve found myself
embracing challenging pieces that 1 never would have
attempted in the past, and sharing them with all of you has been

a joy.

This journey has also given me the courage to take on pieces I
might have once set aside as too daunting. Somehow, the
passage of time has made me bolder and more willing to
embrace challenges. And to my delight, sharing this music with
all of you has been a joy. Many of you have told me how much
you’re enjoying these “new” pieces that are, in fact, old
companions to me, and that’s been a blessing in itself. So here
I am, realizing that an epiphany can be about coming home to
a gift you thought you’d lost. It’s about discovering that the
music is still alive in you and that each of us has more to share
than we ever imagined. So, as we think about epiphanies—both
the star-led journey of the wise men and those personal
moments of “aha”—I’m grateful for this musical awakening.
It’s shown me that sometimes the greatest revelations come
when we return to something familiar and see it with fresh
eyes. Thank you all for being part of this journey with me.
Here’s to many more shared moments of discovery and joy.
Thank you for listening, for singing along, and for letting me
find new light in these familiar songs while helping you all
learn new songs and helping you to sing praises to God.

Brian

Christian Education

Submitted by Amy Harlow, Christian Education Director

Hello from CE!

February's Fruit of the Spirit is Self-Control. We will be
learning that self-control means letting God guide our
actions, words, and thoughts—even when it’s hard. It
helps us make loving choices and keeps our hearts safe
and strong.

The Bible says:

“A person who does not control himself is like a city
whose walls have been broken down.”

—Proverbs 25:28 (International Children’s Bible)

Just like walls protect a city, self-control helps protect us.
With God’s help, we can pause, pray, and choose what is
right. As we grow in faith, God helps us build strong
“walls” of kindness, patience, and love.

Happy February!

Here are some pictures from the Faith Formation class!
Peace and Blessings,

Amy




Please fill out the survey at
the end of the newsletter and
give us your thoughts on
Adult Faith Formation.
Surveys can be given to
Lindamae Peck, Lori Chadwick, or left at the
church office.
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2"_Hour Meeting
with Rev. Leslie Jackson

Sunday, February 15t
Our SNEUCC Area Conference Minister, Rev. Leslie
Jackson, will be leading worship on February 15th and
then attending our 2nd-hour gathering to discuss pastoral
options going forward and to give us input regarding our
"two-campus dilemma." Please plan on attending this
important meeting.
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Caring Connection

Carin
Connectio

9 Don't hesitate to contact one of the following
Caring Connection members if you, or
a member you know, could use a caring hand (or a meal
or two).

Caring Connection contacts:
Sue Craffey . . ... 860-338-0216
Sue Henehan . . . . 860-212-4807
Dave McComas. . 860-978-0462

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Greg
Shields, Moderator, at 860-918-7163.
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Pastoral Relations
Committee (PRC)

Pastoral .
elations The church's Pastoral Relations

Committee  (PRC) serves as
the liaison between the pastor and the congregation. The
committee encourages feedback regarding pastoral or
congregational ministries, both positive feedback and
concerns. Feel free to contact any of the following
committee members:
Candy Casale 860-345-2858
Sue Henehan 860-212-4807
Lindamae Peck 860-345-4865
Dave McComas 860-978-0462
Glen Stebbins 860-424-6900
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Click for Prayer List

Note from the church office:

We would like to keep our prayer list as current as possible and
will be reviewing entries on a monthly basis. Please contact the
office to restore any prayer concerns that may have been
prematurely removed.
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CHURCH HOSPITALITY

The Property Committee will be

hosting coffee  hour/fellowship in

(()u February. The Diaconate will host in
March.

A big thank you to the Mission/Outreach
Committee for hosting in January.
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Stewardship &
2026 Pledge Drive Update

Thank you to all the friends and
members of the United
Congregational Church of Haddam
and Higganum who have
submitted their pledges for the
2026 year.

I CAN DO ALL THINGS
THROUGH CHRIST
WHO STRENGTHENS ME.
PHILIPPIANS 4:13

If you haven’t pledged yet, it's not too late. Pick up
a pledge card from the church Fellowship Hall.
Alternatively, download the card below and mail it to
the church office.

Download a Pledge Card Here

Current number of pledges for 2026: 38
Total amount pledged: $95,083.38

If you would like pledge envelopes, please see our
collector, Judy Hodgson.



https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/9dd4c5da-a4bd-840b-f2dd-8d0ba6181ac3/Intercessory_Prayer_01_25_2026.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/images/8ed2980b-fd97-13a3-f084-1ad3c5c5d132.jpg

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends
of Dorothy Loretta Crum, Sam Crum’s mother, who
passed away on December 23,2025.

We also mourn the loss of long-time FCCH member
Henry Muller, IV, who died on January 12
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Church Documents

Councﬂ Minutes — December 16, 2025

UCCHH Annual Report for 2025

UCCHH 4" Annual Meeting Minutes (not available yet)
UCCHH ByLaws

UCCHH Church Policies

/ Our Ministry and Mission are
( .ll(/l 1"A%  maintained by your generosity. Thank
1an. (1{(/ \. you for supporting UCCHH with your
: B|('\s('(| 7 ; gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure.
o
Financial contributions may be made at in-person worship
services or mailed to the following address:

United Congregational Church
of Haddam and Higganum

Attn: Collector

P.O. Box 215

Haddam, CT 0643

Make checks payable to: UCCHH

Automatic payments for your pledge can be set up for
most banking institutions; contact your bank for more
information.

Online Giving
Visit www.haddamchurch.org and click on Online Giving
on the menu bar.

OR
The QR code will bring
you directly to our
secure Online Giving

page.

MOBILE
GIVING

——

Zoom Login
Information

®nline
@ Meeting

ID: 391 987 2707
Password: 90523
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January Worship Attendance
E January 5 ........ 28 E
- January 12........ 40 :
: January 19 .. ... ... 16 :
E January 24 . ... .. .. canceled E
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UCCHH Purpose Statement

United as an inclusive congregation, following
Christ's message, growing through worship,
fellowship, and service, striving towards a just,
loving society.

Church Contact Information

Amy Harlow, CE Director
Dr. Brian Frazier, Music Director
Nancy Soneson, Office Administrator

In case of a pastoral emergency, please contact
Greg Shields at 860-918-7163.

fcchaddam@gmail.com
(860) 345-2742
Church office hours: Tues. & Thurs., 9 am—1 pm
Office address: 905 Saybrook Rd, PO Box 215
Haddam, CT 06438

www.haddamchurch.org

BE THE CHURCH

Protect the environment. Care for the poor.
Forgive often.Reject racism.
Fight for the powerless.
Share earthly and spintual resources.

Embrace diversity.Love God. Enjoy this life.

'


https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/8b6c5ac7-3ad8-afbe-747a-9e831642fd5a/UCCHH_Coucil_Minutes_12_16_25_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/047314a8-513e-9c93-90ae-3bbdb750fdcd/2025_UCCHH_Annual_Report_Complete.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/186ecad1-803b-875c-c361-689da0b55139/UCCHH_Church_ByLaws_2024_01_28.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/04dadf11-d90b-269e-e06f-8226599928d4/UCCHH_Church_Policies_20241119.pdf
http://www.haddamchurch.org/
mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
http://www.haddamchurch.org/
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Faith Formation Survey (formerly Adult Study)

Our experience in being in an adult study group has been one that focuses on sharing our beliefs, questions the purpose of our
lives and ponders what it means to live Christian ideals. Many available resource materials have been used during the one-hour
weekly discussion to nourish the foundation of Christian faith and support our understanding of what it looks like for each
member of the group. We want to share the joy we find in participation in these discussions and invite you to join us. Please
complete the questionnaire below to see if there is interest in participating.

Interest in Faith Formation Discussions

We would like to understand your level of interest in participating in faith formation discussions at our church. Please indicate
your current interest:
e Very interested

e Somewhat interested
e Not sure
e Not right now

Preferred Discussion Topics
Please select the topics that interest you the most. You may choose more than one option:
e Bible Study
e Historical Foundation
e Spiritual growth and prayer
o Life's challenges
e Justice, service, making a difference
e Other:

Preferred discussion formats

Please select the format of the discussion you would find most interesting
e  Guest speaker

e Book review
e Video presentation
e Other:

Preferred Meeting Times

Let us know when you would most likely be able to attend faith formation discussions. Please check all that apply:
e Sunday after church or evening

e  Weekday morning
e Weekday evening
e Saturday

e Other:

How frequently would you like to meet?
Please provide your name so that we may follow-up directly with you




