
 

 

 

 

 

 

The GOOD News 
From the Belfry 

December 2025 

The Newsletter of the United Congregational Church of Haddam and Higganum 
A member of the United Church of Christ 

 
 

December 
Worship Schedule 
Higganum Campus 

~~~~~ 
 

December 7  
2nd Sunday in Advent 

Isa 11:1-10 
Ps 72:1-7, 18-19 

Rom 15:4-13 
Matt 3:1-12 

 

December 14 
3rd Sunday in Advent 

Isa 35:1-10 
Ps 146:5-10 

James 5:7-10 
Matt 11:2-11 

 

December 21 
4th Sunday in Advent 

Isa 7:10-16 
Ps 80:107, 17-19 

Rom 1:1-7 
Matt 1:18-25 

 

December 24   
6 pm Christmas Concert 
7 pm Candlelight Service 

 Haddam campus 
Isa 52:7-10 

Ps 98 
Heb 1:1-4, (5-12) 

John 1:1-14 
 

December 28 
Isa 63:7-9 

Ps 148 
Heb 2:10-18 
Matt 2:13-23 
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A Message from the Pastor 
Hello Friends, 

 

Now, we are entering our Advent season together, a season of hope and longing. 

Even as we are walking through December’s darkening days and frozen moments, 

hope and longing for divine presence in our lives can become a sustaining warmth 

and light. When our burdens are heavy and bodies failing, and we have nothing to 

offer, hope and longing can sustain us and give us strength to take the next step. 

 

Even where we stand in defeat, disgrace, or discouragement, we can turn to seek the light of divine 

wisdom. Likewise, where we stand in fear, we can put on the armor of light and continue walking through 

the darkest valleys. Even when we know no hope in the circumstances that bind us, still we can long for 

transformation. That longing can be the beginning of an Advent journey. That longing can transform our 

lives. In longing, we can pray for divine light to break through the darkness to liberate us from all forms 

of bondage. In longing, we can confess our errors and begin to learn from each other’s failed attempts, 

together seeking God’s face. Through longing, we can light each other’s paths. We can encourage others 

when they face despair. We can open our hearts to the guiding presence of the indwelling spirit of God. 

 

Gandhi once said, “Remember that throughout history there have always been tyrants and murderers, and 

for a time, they seem invincible. But in the end, they always fall. Always.”  

  

John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the dark has not overcome it.” 

 

As for myself, I believe that evil has no substance of its own. I believe that evil lives only on the energy 

it exploits from the good, and therefore, evil always falls, because once it consumes the energy of the 

good, it has nothing to sustain itself. This does not mean that there is no tremendous suffering along the 

way.  

  

Our Advent journey is a journey of compassion through this suffering. It is holding the joy of God’s 

presence in our hearts as a vibrant hope, a living fount of warmth and light and divine love. Our Advent 

journey calls us to go on this sacred journey together, to share the joys of divine presence through all 

darkness, chaos, and confusion, to be the light we seek in the world. 

 

This is our Advent journey, a journey that opens our hearts, giving our own hearts as gifts to Christ, as he 

appears in “the least of these.” 

 

May your season be merry and bright, filled with the warm glow of divine presence. 

 

Peace on Earth and Goodwill toward all sentient beings. 

 

Rev. Hilary 
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Christian Education 
Submitted by Amy Harlow, CE Director 

 

Hello from CE! 
 

November was an exciting and joy-
filled month! The John Silvernail 
Memorial Art Show showcased just 
how talented and creative our 
community truly is. We were blessed 
with an array of beautiful and 

thoughtful pieces entered into the contest. Each 
one was a gift to see, and choosing winners was 
certainly no easy task! 
 

Congratulations to our award recipients, each 
receiving a $50 Amazon gift card: Addeline Meyer, 
Clementine Meyer, Cae Pawlicki, Lori Chadwick, 
and the family collaboration by Erica Vaccaro, Kyle 
Bailey, and Jackson Bailey. 
 

Bravo to all who contributed! 
 
 

Our Fruit of the Spirit focus for 
November was Love. The children 
expressed their love for their neighbors 
by decorating a cheerful turkey 
collection box for the Haddam Food 

Bank. We spent time reflecting on what love truly 
means—loving our neighbor, loving our enemies, 
and remembering that: 
 
“God’s love shines through us when we love 
others.” 
 
The kids also enjoyed creating beautiful stained-
glass tea-light jars to celebrate that message. 
 

As we enter December, we turn our hearts toward 
the Fruit of the Spirit: Peace. Advent invites us to 
slow down, breathe deeply, and discover moments 
of peace in the busyness of the season. May each 
of you find stillness and comfort as we prepare for 
the birth of Christ. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
 
Amy Harlow, CED 

The Best 

Christmas Pageant 

Ever! 
Dec. 11 – 14 

UCCHH Haddam Campus 

Announcing a special holiday partnership 

between UCCHH and Blue Fire Stage Co. as we 

bring The Best Christmas Pageant Ever to our 

church this season! This joyful, family-friendly 

production offers humor, heart, and a fresh way to 

experience the Christmas story. 

Performances will take place Thursday, December 

11, through Saturday, December 13, at 7 pm, and 

Saturday, December 13, and Sunday, December 

14, at 2 pm at the Haddam Campus Sanctuary. 

Each performance will be followed by a warm and 

welcoming reception in Fellowship Hall, open to 

audience members, cast, and families, coordinated 

by the CE Committee’s Dena Liedke. 

As part of this partnership, we’re inviting UCCHH 

members to help make the event shine. We are 

seeking volunteers for front-of-house greeting 

and ushering, as well as reception hosting after the 

shows. Your help—large or small—truly makes a 

difference in creating a hospitable and joyful 

experience for all. 

Tickets are available from  

• bluefirestage.org, or  

• Dawn Alger, dawnalgerct@yahoo.com, or 

• Call/text Dawn at 960-539-9334 

We hope you’ll join us—whether in the audience, 

as a volunteer, or both—for this meaningful and 

festive community celebration! 

UCCHH CE Committee  

Blue Fire Stage Company 

http://bluefirestage.org/
mailto:dawnalgerct@yahoo.com
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Outreach/Mission News 
 

Submitted by Sue Craffey, Outreach Co-Chair 
 

Holiday Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree for HK Youth and 

Family Services is set up in the sanctuary 

and is full of gift tags.  Our recipient is an 

11-year-old male who seems very 

outdoorsy! His wish list includes Amazon, Microsoft, 

and Dunkin' Donuts gift cards, winter outerwear, and 

sporting equipment.  All gifts are due back to the church 

by Thursday, December 11th. 

 

      Thank you! 
Thank you to ALL for 

donating to the Thanksgiving 

dinner boxes for Haddam 

Social Services! We were 

able to fill the boxes (decorated by Scouts) with food and 

donations to give ten local families some Christian love. 
 

 Love From Lincoln, Hope for Hailey 
Five-year-old Lincoln Stanger, who has been on our 

prayer list for about a year and received a new heart in 

April, has created a new not-for-profit, “Love from 

Lincoln, Hope from Hailey,” supporting children and 

families waiting for or recovering from pediatric heart 

transplants and raising awareness about the life-saving 

gift of organ donation. “Love From Lincoln, Hope for 

Hailey” is the charity recipient for the 2025 HK Holiday 

Telethon. 
 

 UCC Christmas Fund Collection 
 

The annual UCC Christmas Fund 

collection will be on December 21st, 

during the morning service.   
 

The Christmas Fund supports active 

and retired UCC clergy and their 

families. 

 
UCCHH is a small but VERY MIGHTY group that has 

really made a difference! Our wish for you all is…enjoy 

those busy and quiet moments during this holiday time 

of year; smile or wave at those who pass you by, and 

remember the reason for the season! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who made the 14th Annual 

Yuletide Quilt Show a success. We couldn’t have done 

it without your support. We raised about $4,500! 

 

The committee is looking for a few more members for 

next year – if you would like to join, please see Nancy 

Soneson. 

                                                  --- The Quilt Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Annual Reports 
 

The 2026 Annual Meeting will be held on 
January 25, 2026, at the UCCHH Haddam 
Campus following the morning worship service.  
 
All annual report submissions from officers, 
boards, and committees are due on or before 
January 11th to the church office, 
fcchaddam@sbcglobal.net. The Annual Report 
will be available on January 18th.    
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Stewardship 
 

Kristin Battistoni, Dawn Alger, Amy Harlow 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We Got This! 
 

Throughout November, the stewardship team invited us 

to reflect on this year’s theme—“We Got This”—and on 

Jesus’ call in Luke 21 to “stay true” even in challenging 

times. Together, we explored how our gifts of time, 

talent, and treasure sustain the mission and ministry of 

the United Congregational Church of Haddam & 

Higganum. 

These reflections led us to Consecration Sunday on 

November 23rd, when we gathered and blessed our 

financial pledges for 2026. With deep gratitude for the 

generosity and faithfulness of our members, we look 

ahead with confidence. 

This year’s service featured a special “homecoming” 

stewardship moment from Brigitte Battistoni, who 

reminded us that participating in church life—whenever 

and however we can—is a meaningful act of discipleship, 

even in busy seasons (college included!). Her 

dad, Treasurer Mike Battistoni, spoke to the financial 

side of stewardship, encouraging all of us to consider 

increasing our pledges to keep pace with inflation to 

support the ongoing work of UCCHH. 

 

Families who were not able to submit a pledge in the 

service are encouraged to do so via mail or by dropping if 

off at the Church Office at your earliest convenience. 

Extra pledge cards are available from the Church Office, 

in the front entrance of the Haddam Campus sanctuary, or 

in the social room of the Higganum Campus. 

 

Because of the countless ways our congregation shows 

up—serving, giving, leading, and loving—we truly can 

say: We Got This. 

 

Yours in Faith, 

Dawn Alger, Kristin Battistoni & Amy Harlow 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Submitted by Brian Fraizer, Music Director 

 
 

The start of a new Liturgical Year. 

 

Advent ushers in the new liturgical year beginning on 

Sunday, November 30, and taking us through until 

Christmas. 

   

Liturgical music in the church serves to deepen worship 

and reflect the spiritual tone of each liturgical season. 

During Advent, the music is typically more reflective 

and expectant, marked by a sense of quiet anticipation 

for Christ’s coming. Hymns often use minor keys, 

subdued melodies, and texts that speak of waiting, hope, 

and preparation—such as “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel.” In contrast, Christmas music bursts forth 

with joy and celebration, featuring bright harmonies, 

major keys, and fuller instrumentation to express the 

glory and wonder of Christ’s birth. Carols like “Joy to 

the World” and “Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing” capture this shift from longing to fulfillment, 

mirroring the liturgical movement from Advent’s 

anticipation to Christmas’s exultation. 

 

We are so excited to be able to offer another concert this 

year, on Christmas Eve (December 24th for anyone who 

didn't know the date) at 6 PM in the Haddam 

Church.  Professional section leaders will be singing 

with us for both the Christmas Eve Concert at 6 PM as 

well as the Christmas Eve service at 7 PM.  We hope to 

see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  December 2025 

 6 

 

Haddam Historical Society 

Enchanted Evergreens Fundraiser 
 

 Sat., Dec. 6 & 13           Sun., Dec. 7 & 14 

1 - 4 pm   -   FREE Admission 

  

UCCHH has donated a decorated 

Christmas tree to the Haddam 

Historical Society's Enchanted 

Evergreens fundraiser.  Several 

community groups donated the 

decorated trees that will be on display 

at the Thankful Arnold House until 

December 14th.  
 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

towards the creation of our tree! 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Welcome to Colin Ferguson, Heather Lee, Anna 

Anderson, and Gene Grenier, who joined the 

church on November 9th! 
 
 

Special Guest, Eve M. Kahn, Joins Us 

 on January 11th 
 

During our regular worship service on January 11th, as a 

special Epiphany treat, independent scholar Eve M. 

Kahn shares from her new biography, Queen of Bohemia 

Predicts Own Death: Gilded-Age Journalist Zoe 

Anderson Norris (Fordham U. Press). 
 

Kahn will explore some spiritual aspects of her life as an 

author, as she also describes how Kentucky-born Zoe 

Anderson Norris (1860-1914) evolved from an 

impoverished theologian’s daughter into a prolific New 

York writer, social justice advocate, and publisher who 

documented desperate immigrant poverty in her 

bimonthly magazine, The East Side. Zoe (as everyone 

called her) set out “to fight for the poor with my pen.”    
 

Eve’s portion of worship will focus on Zoe's enduring 

Christian belief, attitudes towards other faiths, sense of 

divine calling, quest to bring light to benighted slums, 

and thoughts on premonitions and the afterlife. Kahn's 

book will be available for sale and signing. 
 

 

Help Decorate our Sanctuary! 
A floral arrangement sign-up chart is 
located at the Higganum Campus.  
Please sign up to provide flowers for 
our chancel for January. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder to check and make sure your 

2025 pledge is up-to-date. If you are unsure or 

have any questions regarding your 2025 pledge, 

please see our collector, Judy Hodgson. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

A Note from  

Carol & Terry Smith 
 

We want to thank the church and everyone who 
helped for the wonderful reception today [November 
23, 2025]. It was very meaningful to meet, greet, and 
talk to all our friends from the church, the Historical 
Society, neighbors, and the community.  

Also, thank you for the gift.  We will use it as we enjoy 
our new surroundings. 

Carol and Terry 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

December Meetings 
 

Study Group, Tuesdays, 9:30 am (LH) 

Worship Team, Thursdays, 6 pm (LH) 

Choir Practice, Thursdays, 7 pm (Haddam) 

---------------- 

Property, December 8, 5:30 pm (Lewis House) 
 

Diaconate, December 8, 7 pm (LH/Zoom)  
 

Christian Ed, December 9, 6:30 pm (LH) 
 

Outreach, no December meeting 
 

Council, December 16, 7 pm (LH/Zoom) 
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Zoom Login 

 Information 
 

ID: 391 987 2707 

Password: 90523 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to the Finance Committee for 

providing coffee hour refreshments for 

December. The Outreach Committee has 

coffee hour in January. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click for Prayer List 
 

 

Note from the church office: 

We want to keep our prayer list as current as possible and will 

be reviewing entries monthly. Please get in touch with the 

office to restore any prayer concerns that may have been 

prematurely removed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Sunday Services Stream Live on 
YouTube! 

 

We live-stream each Sunday service - just tune in 
at 9:40 a.m. to watch live or watch previous 
recordings.   

Click HERE to get started! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

November Worship Attendance 
                      November 2  . . . .  40 

                      November 9 . . . .   49 

                      November 16 . . . . 52 

                      November 23 . . . . 54 

                      November 25 . . .   50 Thanksgiving 

November 30 . . .  54 
                         

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
 

Follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/haddamchurch/ 
 

  

Church Documents 
 

September’s Council Minutes – November 18, 2025 (Draft) 

July’s Council Minutes – October 21, 2025 (Approved) 

UCCHH Annual Report for 2024 

UCCHH 3rd Annual Meeting Minutes 

UCCHH ByLaws 

UCCHH Church Policies 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Our Ministry and Mission are 

maintained by your generosity. Thank 

you for supporting UCCHH with your 

gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure.  
 

Financial contributions may be made at in-person 

worship services or mailed to the following address 
 

United Congregational Church  

    of Haddam and Higganum 

Attn: Collector 

P.O. Box 215 

Haddam, CT 0643 
 

Make checks payable to:  UCCHH 
 

Automatic payments for your pledge can be set up for 

most banking institutions; contact your bank for more 

information.  

 
Online Giving 

Visit www.haddamchurch.org and click on Online 

Giving on the menu bar. 

OR 

The QR code will 

bring you directly to 

our secure Online 

Giving page. 

  

 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/ab43df54-bbe3-9137-0ed9-bcc6edbaf2fe/Intercessory_Prayer_11_09_2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7SxL2fMB-DZu4BxaM6hWNg
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/b6a5ef70-1090-5a29-584a-5ef460c0d94d/20251118_UCCHH_Council_Minutes_Draft.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/522feb9f-e987-f176-b0ab-d811da2e476f/20251021_UCCHH_Council_Minutes_Approved.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/bdc7cbd4-6d78-f148-76e0-00bfe9c8d33d/UCCHH_ANNUAL_Meeting_20250126_REPT.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/f73bd534-2cf5-975a-7d03-ad0ed1a9b46a/Annual_Meeting_Minutes_2025_20250126_Draft.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/186ecad1-803b-875c-c361-689da0b55139/UCCHH_Church_ByLaws_2024_01_28.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/04dadf11-d90b-269e-e06f-8226599928d4/UCCHH_Church_Policies_20241119.pdf
http://www.haddamchurch.org/
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 2025 UCCHH Church Goals 
 

• Develop and propose a resolution of the two-

campus dilemma. 

• Create a UCCHH tri-fold brochure. 

• Apply for Green Church designation. 

• Improve church marketing (communications, 

signage, etc.) 

 

 

UCCHH Purpose Statement 
United as an inclusive congregation, following 
Christ's message, growing through worship, 
fellowship, and service, striving towards a just, 
loving society.  
 

 

 

 

 

Church Contact Information 
 

Rev. Hilary McLellan 
revhilarymclellan@outlook.com 

(860) 316-3837 

Office hours: Tues. 9 am – noon  

& Thurs. 5 pm – 9 pm 

Days off: Friday & Saturday 

NOTE:  Rev. Hilary will be on vacation 11/28 – 12/6. 
 

 

Amy Harlow, CE Director 
Brian Frazier, Music Director 

Nancy Soneson, Office Administrator 
 

fcchaddam@gmail.com  
(860) 345-2742 

Church office hours: Tues. & Thurs., 9 am–1 pm 
Office address:  905 Saybrook Rd, PO Box 215 

Haddam, CT 06438 
 

PHOTO ALBUM  

 

John Silvernail Memorial Art Contest Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:revhilarymclellan@outlook.com
mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com
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          New Members 

                 Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Terry & Carol’s Farewell 

                            Reception 
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                     Yuletide Quilt Show 
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