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Dear Haddam and Higganum Friends, 

As I begin this note, I am sitting in my car in 
line for a screening Covid19 swab in advance 
of a routine medical procedure next week. 

I pray for the security and medical staff working 
at the testing station, and for people walking 
past in their masks on the way to the hospital, 
for the cafeteria worker delivering food on a 
wobbly cart to those who cannot leave their 
posts. 

It is early on a Friday, so the radio news is 
anticipating the next set of employment data. I 
recall all the good parking places I saw nearby 
while finding my way to the testing station, and 
I pray for the furloughed workers and people 
with postponed preventive and “elective” care 
those strangely-empty spots represent. 

I rejoice and thank God when the alert comes 
through on my phone that the unemployment 
numbers this week are surprisingly good- as 
pandemic restrictions have lifted, many have 
been able to return to work. 

With my windows closed and my mask on I 
sing a brief chorus of Handel’s “Hallelujah,” 
smiling as I remember the webinar a few days 
ago where the song was given as an example 
of music in the public domain we can freely 
stream so long as we play or sing it ourselves. 
I mention to God again that I really, really hate 
being recorded and sense once more the 
divine “Deal with it, my child.” 

I think of the verse “Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning” (Psalm 
30:5). I thank God for business owners who 
care more for their employees’ paychecks than 
their own. I pray for wisdom for those in 
leadership in the Legislative Office Building 
and State House I passed on the way in 
earlier. 

I imagine the people in the other cars in front 
and behind. Some, like me, feeling completely 
well- I thank God there now are enough 
supplies available to test us. Others with 
symptoms or a known exposure, worried- I 
pray for the peace of God to rest on them. A 
very few who will test positive, and an even 

smaller group who in the next days will be 
sicker than they ever have been. Great 
Physician, heal and strengthen them. 

My turn comes. The nasal swab just sort of 
tickles. The staff are efficient and good 
humored, but they remind me of my 
responsibility between now and next Tuesday 
to self-quarantine, not because I am sick, but 
to protect against any new exposure. 

I make a reluctant offering as I release my 
plans to do errands today. I will go, and stay, 
home. I realize this means postponing a much-
awaited haircut tomorrow, too. That one hurts. 

This is morning worship in the pandemic. I 
would say I am a congregation of one, but as I 
sit in my car in one of those parking spots to 
finish writing and savor a few last minutes 
before I head back, I hear the birds of Hartford 
(!) have started their own choir. A siren briefly 
sounds. Rain that earlier made its joyful 
rhythms on my windshield now synthesizes 
static from passing tires. 

As summer begins and as our congregations 
begin to “phase forward,” may we pause to 
acknowledge the gifts we have received over 
this beautiful and difficult spring and 
Lent/Easter season: among them gifts of 
clarity, self-discipline, compassion, sacrifice, 
fellowship, creativity, and service. Amen. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Michelle 
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OFFICE HOURS 
 

With our church buildings closed, Pastor 
Michelle will continue to be available this 
summer for digital office hours Tuesdays from 
1pm-3pm (exception: no online office hours on 
June 9th.) "Stop in" by clicking the usual Zoom 
link or using the Zoom telephone number. (You 
also may simply call Pastor Michelle at 860-
597-4223.)  
 

Beginning June 12th, and weather-permitting, 
Pastor Michelle will hold Friday “Outdoor 
Hours” from 1pm-3pm on the patio at Lewis 
House at FCCH. If you stop by, please wear a 
facecovering and maintain a 6-foot distance 
from the Pastor and any others present. If you 
prefer to remain in your car, Pastor Michelle 
can come to the parking area. (Please note: 
her cell phone likely will not work during 
“Outdoor Hours,” and she may not hear or 
catch the office phone.) 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Search Committee is 
finalizing the church profile. 
Stay tuned this month for an 
opportunity to review the final 
document and celebrate this 
milestone!  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS (By Zoom) 

Phasing Forward Physical Reopening – 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30-9am 
 

Joint Council Meeting – Meeting in June on 
Tuesdays, June 2 and 30th at 7pm 
 

Joint Christian Education – June 3rd at 7pm 
 

Joint Music – Monday, June 8th at 5:30pm 
 

Joint Diaconate – Monday, June 8th at 6pm 
 

Joint Golf – Thursday, June 11th at 7pm 
 

Board of Finance – Monday, June 15th, at 7pm 
 

Joint Mission/Outreach – July 22nd at 7pm 
 

Open meetings (including Council at which all 
are welcome) use the Sunday Zoom sign on, 
but please contact Committee Chairs for 
agendas and any specific sign on information. 

ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION 
 

Sign on to most church events (online worship, 
meetings, or office hours) during the appointed 
hours using the information below.  
 

If you can't get Zoom to work, call Michelle on 
her cell phone to talk through the process (860-
597-4223). Also, please check your email on 
the day of in case of last-minute changes. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3854472572?pwd=
MXk3ODBFc0Vzei83d3hBOXRzVHNwUT09 
      
Telephone:   +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
Meeting ID:  385 447 2572 
Password:  536662 

 

 
Current choir members and anyone interested 
in fun fellowship and music education are 
invited to join Director of Music Eric Lundin as 
we give Virtual Zoom Choir Rehearsals a try on 
Thursday evenings June 11th, 18th, and 
24th at 7pm. Please contact Eric for more 
information or (if you aren’t already a choir 
member) to let him know you will attend so he 
is able to provide you with any materials. With 
safe group singing impossible for the moment, 
the group will work on other aspects of music 
leadership.  

CHOIR ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4471112825 

 

 

SUMMER HYMN OF THE WEEK 
 

Do you have favorite hymn, old or new? Please 
send Eric or Pastor Michelle the title and a 
sentence or two about why it’s special to you. 
 

Pastor Michelle hopes to explore the history 
and significance of about a dozen ‘hymns of 
the week’ this summer. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4471112825


4 

 

JUNE FELLOWSHIP EVENT 

 
 
The Victorian Lady is Kandie 
Carle. She is a local small-
business woman (East 
Haddam) who performs 
throughout New England. 

An actress, dancer, and singer, Kandie has 
researched and enjoys sharing her knowledge 
of fashion history. Learn more about her at her 
website http://www.kandiecarle.com/. 

 
NONDESCRIPT HEADLINE HERE 

 

If you are reading this and are graduating 
from high school or college or being promoted 
to or from middle school this year- stop! 
 

Everyone else: you are invited to be part of a 
car caravan procession to surprise our 
“promotees” (mainly 8th graders) and 
graduates on Saturday, June 13th, leaving 
FCCH parking lot promptly at 9am. (Plan to 
arrive a bit early for instructions, and let Amy 
Harlow know you are coming so directions can 
be sent to you in advance.) 
 

If you have not already, please send your local 
“promotee” or graduate’s info to 
amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com ASAP!  
 

We also would like to recognize all graduates 
by name, school, and degree in the July Belfry. 
Please send this information for members of 
your family to Amy or to Sue Craffey. 

  
Many thanks to all our performers at last 

month’s Two-Minute Talent Show.  

It was an enjoyable evening! 

1. Reveille, Trombone Steve Bull 
2. Keyboard Stylings Linda Hansen 
3. (Silly) Poem   Ginny Evensen 
4. Tik Tok Routine Sadie & Amy Harlow 
5. Paper Crafting Ginny Murphy 
6. Princess Pat Claire Madsen-Bibeau 
7. Car Assembly Hudson B.  
8. “Sheltered at Home” Art Show  
 Lisa Gustafson 
9. Minuet by Mozart Eric Lundin  
10. “Dites Moi” John Edmondson  
11. Transportation Demo 
 Abby and Royal Peck  
12. “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best Friend” 

 The Dragon Ladies   
13. Ballroom Dance Gail Burdon 
14. Straw Paper Dog Jack Murphy 
15. Juggling Michelle Madsen-Bibeau 
16. “These Days” Dave McComas 
17. Poetry  Sue Craffey (unavailable 5/29)   
18. “Emmaus Road” Eric Lundin  
19. Summer Cool Kellen Crum 
20. “La Bamba”/Hoop Jeanne Messick 
21. Poem Emma Soneson  
22. Train Time Paul Lewis 
23. “Anything You Can Do”    
 Mystery Couple 
24. “There’s a Hero” John and Liz Anderson  
 

 
_____________________________________ 

http://www.kandiecarle.com/
mailto:amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Through at least the end of July, our main 

gathering for worship will continue to be 

our Sunday morning 9:30am online worship 

service. Members, friends, and family are 

invited to join us through Zoom by 

computer or phone (see instructions p. 3). 

When and if this is not possible, read scripture 

and offer your prayers in a beautiful place in 

nature or a peaceful spot in your home. 

Many of us have been eagerly awaiting the 

chance to worship together in person once 

more. With local Covid19 case rates low and 

infection rates and other benchmarks statewide 

decreasing for several weeks, the leadership of 

FCCH/HCC is happy to be able to begin this 

reopening process. 

Beginning June 12th, Pastor Michelle and a 

Deacon or Designee will lead a short outdoor 

worship at HCC’s Memorial Garden at 10am 

Fridays. For the safety of worshippers and 

leaders, participants must be familiar with and 

adhere to our guidelines, which may be found 

below. 

We will have a Q&A time following Zoom 

worship on Sunday, June 7th, during which 

time those involved in planning for reopening 

will be glad to offer clarification and receive 

feedback.  

You also are welcome to contact the Pastor, 

Diaconate Chairs, or Moderators by email or 

telephone to discuss any questions or 

concerns. 

 
 

PROCESS TO DATE 

Three “Phasing Forward” teams, each with a 

core of members from the Joint Diaconate, 

began meeting in May to look at aspects of our 

churches’ gradual return to in-person worship/ 

gathering. Two small teams are looking at 

issues of technology and licensing permissions 

needed for our online services. A third larger 

team has been researching physical and 

practical aspects of safe reopening.  

This “Physical Reopening” group developed 

and proposed guidelines for beginning with a 

small outdoor worship service; these were 

discussed, updated, and adopted by the Joint 

Church Council on June 2nd. 

We anticipate being in our churches’ “Phase 1” 

through June and hope to move to “Phase 2” in 

July in which we would add a weekday indoor 

service (limited capacity). Our “Phases” comply 

with and are informed by, but do not directly 

correspond to the State of Connecticut’s 

reopening plan phases and dates. We have 

drawn greatly from the UCC Conference’s 

Phasing Forward document available at 

www.sneucc.org/phasingforward as well as the 

UCC Insurance Board recommendations at 

www.insuranceboard.org/covid-19-resources/.  

 
 

 

GUIDELINES and PROCEDURES 

General: 

In observance of Connecticut guidelines 

service size will be limited to the smaller of 50 

participants or the number of households who 

can maintain distance in the Memorial Garden 

space (approximately 15). We expect an actual 

attendance of about 15 people. 

http://www.sneucc.org/phasingforward
http://www.insuranceboard.org/covid-19-resources/
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To further reduce Covid19 risk, services will be 

approximately 30 minutes and will not include 

singing. 

Service Leaders (staff and volunteers) will 

positively affirm that they have not been 

diagnosed with an active case of Covid19, that 

they have no Covid19 symptoms, and that they 

have no known exposure to a confirmed or 

presumedly-infected person within the last two 

weeks. This affirmation will be documented. 

Service Leaders will check at home to see they 

do not have an elevated temperature. Once at 

the church campus they will verify and 

document this with the infrared thermometer 

provided.1 

Hand sanitizer and tissues will be available. 

Participants will be asked to take any trash with 

them to dispose of personally.  

In the case of a medical or other emergency, 

Service Leaders may not be able to offer direct 

assistance, but instead would call a family 

member if time permits or 911. That said, 

Leaders will have access to gloves, and they 

are encouraged to take precautions if they 

assume additional personal risk offering care. 

Attending the Service: 

• Indicates your positive affirmation that you 

have not been diagnosed with an active 

case of Covid19, that you have no Covid19 

symptoms, and that you have no known 

exposure to a confirmed or presumedly-

infected person within the last two weeks. 

• Constitutes your acknowledgement that you 

assume some additional risk in attending in-

person services. 

 
1 For outdoor services we will perform temperature checks 

only on Leaders; in the future when indoor services resume we 

anticipate requiring this screening for all participants. 
 

2 This is so that church leaders can provide information to 

public health officials in support of contact tracing efforts if 

someone in attendance later becomes ill. 
 

Worshippers agree: 

• To have their name and contact information 

recorded by service leaders and to being 

photographed to aid in record keeping.2 

• That video, audio recordings, and 

photographs of their participation in the 

service may be used in the FCCH/HCC 

Sunday services broadcast through Zoom 

and Facebook Live.3 

Participants will: 

• Wear a face covering at all times. 

• Refrain from singing. 

• Keep a 6-foot distance from others (by 

household). 

• Follow any additional safety instructions, 

written or verbal, from service leaders. 

• Leave the church campus at the conclusion 

of the service or sanctioned fellowship time. 

Participants should be aware: 

• An Usher will direct them to their place.4 

• No seating will be provided; worshippers 

are welcome to bring their own chairs. 

• There will be no building (and thus no 

bathroom) access.5  

• Households will be asked to bring their own 

bread and cup/juice if Communion is 

observed. Elements should not be shared 

between households. 

• Participants will need to print and bring their 

own worship bulletin for the service or may 

simply listen for prompts. 

• We plan for services to go on rain or shine 

(bring your umbrella!), but if weather is 

severely inclement the service will be 

canceled. 

3 No private information that is shared will be broadcast; as 

usual, prayer requests may be added to the published prayer 

list only if the individual or their family has given permission. 
 

4 This is in order to minimize close contact and make fullest 

use of the available space.   
 

5 We regret this, but we need additional time to establish safe 

building use procedures. 
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9:30am SUNDAY WORSHIP IN JUNE 

(Join using Zoom by computer or telephone.) 
 

Season after Pentecost 
June 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th  

____________________________________ 
 

Trinity Sunday 
June 7th, 9:30am (Gathering Music at 9:15am) 

Sunday Worship with Home Communion 
(Please prepare bread and cup for your use.) 

 

 
_____________________________________ 

 

YOUTH SUNDAY and CONFIRMATION 
June 14th, 9:30am 

(Gathering Music at 9:15am) 

_____________________________________ 
 

FATHER’S DAY SUNDAY 
June 21st, 9:30am 

(Gathering Music at 9:15am) 
 

We dressed up for Mother’s Day, so let’s make 
Father’s Day Sunday Crazy Tie Day. Zoom 
worship participants are encouraged to wear a 
cool cravat, a super scarf, an awesome ascot, 
a natty neckerchief, or any terrific, terrible, 
trendy, or too-wide tie to worship.  
 

 

 
 

ONLINE ATTENDANCE 
 

We have hosted eleven online Sunday services, 
with average attendance of 58.8 (excluding the 
May 17th service which was streamed the 
following day due to a worlddwide Zoom issue). 
 

March 22    29 
March 29    52 
April 5 (Palm Sunday)   65 
Maundy Thursday   38 
April 12 (Easter)   77 
April 19 (Blessing of Animals)  83 
April 26 (Essential Workers)  52 
May 3     59 
May 10 (Mother’s Day)  54 
May 17 Zoom failure 
May 24 (Memorial Day)  57 
May 31 (Pentecost Sunday)  60 

 

 
DEACONS’ CORNER 

The Diaconate has been working with Pastor 
Michelle on several items: 
1. Participating in the Sunday on-line services 

as required 

2. Discussing requirements to conduct on-site 

outdoor services. Currently scheduled for 

HCC Memorial Garden at 10am on Fridays, 

starting June 12. Guidelines will be published. 

3. Started discussion regarding requirements 

for on-site services in the Sanctuary 

4. Participated in ‘re-opening’ requirements 

meetings regarding Music and Copyright 

5. Participated in ‘re-opening’ requirements 

meetings regarding Music and Technology  

6. Most likely, our Sunday on-line (Zoom) 

services will be continuing for the 

immediate future.   

The Deacons have also been actively reaching 
out to their ‘assigned’ sheep to keep in touch, 
offer support and answer questions about our 
church activities. 
 
 

The annual Strengthen 
the Church Offering of 
the UCC was received 
on Pentecost Sunday. 
Thank you to all who 
gave! 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT for our CHURCHES 

 

FCCH has an online contribution option 
accessible HERE. Mailing addresses are: 
  

Higganum Congregational Church 
23 Parsonage Road, Higganum, CT 06441 
 

First Congregational Church of Haddam 
P.O. Box 215, Haddam, CT 06438  

 

 
POLLINATOR PATHWAY 

Some of our members attended IREJN’s 
Pollinator Pathway Webinar in May, and they 
report that much of interest was shared.  
 

From the webinar follow-up materials: 
 

The Pollinator Pathway movement started in 
western CT and is spreading all over the 
state: www.pollinator-pathway.org They also 
have a great resource page for native plants, 
flowers, trees, and shrubs (plus a great 
downloadable handout): 
www.pollinator-pathway.org/native-pollinator-
plants  
 

CE Director Amy Harlow is willing to consult 
with members interested in developing their 
own pollinator-friendly gardens.   

 

 
RIP MEDICAL DEBT 

Thank you to everyone from FCCH and HCC 
who supported the RIP Medical Debt Initiative 
of the Southern New England Conference 
UCC. Watch the weekly emails for a link to an 
upcoming press release announcing the totals. 

MEALS for the MEN 

We are invited to honor special 
men this Father’s Day with a 
contribution of food for the YMCA Men’s 
Residence in Middletown. Donate money 
online HERE (please let Ginny Evensen or 
Ginny Murphy know so we know the number of 
households participating) or drop off non-
perishable food donations* at HCC on Friday, 
June 19th between 10am and Noon**. For 
more information about the Meals for the Men 
program, visit HERE, or see a video about 
specific items needed HERE.    
 

A printable dedication card to share with the 
gentleman/men you are honoring is available 
to print HERE. This is a project of the Joint 
Mission/Outreach Committee. 
 

*Because the residents have limited cooking 
facilities, requested items are: Crackers, bag 
snacks, cookies, granola bars, Canned soup, 
meats, tuna, Spam, Vienna sausage, Canned/ 
plastic cup fruit and veggies, Peanut butter and 
jelly, Powdered drink mix and gallon water 
jugs, fruit juice, Gatorade, Ensure drink cans. 
 

**Contactless drop off. If possible, put your 
donations in a paper bag for easy transfer. 
 

 

MISSION/OUTREACH 

Our Lenten project collecting Welcome Basket 
items for the Solnit Center has now been 
completed. Due to the pandemic and having 
the church closed for a few months, shampoo, 
conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 
crayons, journals, etc. have been resting on 
the front pew at the FCCH. Along with our 
building being shuttered, the Center was not 
accepting donations during this time. However, 
on June 3rd, thanks to Pastor Michelle for 
packing everything in boxes and Elaine 
Jackson from the Solnit Center for picking up 
the items... this project has ended. Sending out 
a much overdue thank you to the church 
community for contributing to the Welcome 
Basket Project. We are truly a very caring 
group of individuals. 
    

-Carol Matregrano 

https://haddamchurch.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff&id=bd71e6158c&e=9a70a5a6ff
http://www.pollinator-pathway.org/
http://www.pollinator-pathway.org/native-pollinator-plants
http://www.pollinator-pathway.org/native-pollinator-plants
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/COVID-19_Pantry
https://www.midymca.org/food-donations-for-men
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llq88teX-0A&feature=youtu.be
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/0fd9729e-718d-44c8-892d-778787df12b1/MealsforMenCard.pdf
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JOINT MISSON/OUTREACH  2020 

The Haddam/Killingworth Back Pack program 

will continue to receive 10 gallons of milk each 

week until the end of the school year-June 15, 

2020. Amber Stam the director of this program 

has said that this donation has been well 

received by the families. We thank Ming at the 

Higganum Market who has helped us make 

this program successful.  

Each church has sent its donation to the 

Medical Debt reduction program that is the 

project of the Southern New England 

Conference of the UCC of which we are 

members. With each $100 donation the project 

is able to reduce $10,000 of medical debt. 

The Heifer Water for Life project to honor the 

women in our congregation has raised nearly 

$750. This amount of money could purchase a 

solar water pump for a village. Having clean 

water available in a village improves the heath 

of the villagers and relieves the women and 

girls of long walks each day for water. Thank 

you all for your help with this project.  

The Welcome Baskets for the Solnit center will 

be completed in the next few days. Since the 

pandemic lock down we have not been able to 

assemble the baskets. The workers from the 

Center will be picking up the items soon. The 

baskets will be assembled by the staff at the 

center using appropriate safety techniques.  

Thank you all for your donations.  

 

UPCOMING PROJECTS 

MEALS FOR THE MEN: There is an urgent 

need for food at the food pantry at the YMCA. 

This will be a project to honor the men in our 

congregation.  Donations of shelf stable food 

items will be collected on June 19, 2020 

between 10:00 am and Noon and be 

delivered to the YMCA. It is also possible to 

make a monetary donation for this project. 

(Editor’s note: see link on previous page.) 

Please let the committee know if you have 

made a financial donation as we would like to 

keep track of the participation in projects.  

BREAD MINISTRY: We are hoping to be able 

to make bread beginning in late June. More 

information will follow. 

SCHOOL BAGS FOR CHURCH WORLD 

SERVICE: The school bags have been 

assembled in this time of staying home. We 

plan to collect the items to go in them in late 

July when school items are on sale. More 

information to follow. 

CROP WALK: The Haddam/Killingworth 

CROP WALK will be on October 4, 2020. It 

may be a traditional walk or a virtual walk. The 

need for food assistance is great. We are 

planning to walk so please save the date.  

TAG SALE: There is no date set at this time-

but save your stuff, and we hope to be able to 

sell it later in the summer. 

-Ginny Evensen 
 

 

WATER for WOMEN 

Our Mother’s Day project 
in honor of the women in 
our congregations has 
raised $750, enough for 
a well through Heifer 
International’s Water 
for Life program. Thank 
you to everyone who supported this effort!  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 
CONFIRMATION 

 

Our church community 
celebration of Confirmation 
will take place during our 
Youth Sunday service on 
Sunday, June 14th. Join 
us to welcome our 
Confirmands as they affirm 
their baptismal vows and 
commit to ministry and 
church membership. 

Confirmands and their Mentors also will gather 
during the previous week to prepare for the 
service and enjoy in-person, physically-
distanced prayer and fellowship.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmand   Mentor 
Emily Alger   Amy Harlow 
Gabe Barile   Greg Shields 
Gavin Barile   Greg Shields 
Alex Battistoni  Steve Bull 
Brigitte Battistoni  Linda Hansen 
Amy Harlow   Ginny Evensen 
Sadie Harlow   Dawn Alger 
Connor Malone  Brian Thayer 
Luke Malone   Brian Thayer 
John Moyher   John Edmondson 
Andrew Tupay  Greg Shields 
 
 

  

JUST MERCY FILM DISCUSSIONS 
 

Just Mercy is “a powerful 
and though-provoking true 
story” that gives insight into 
the experience of African 
Americans in the US justice 
system. In response to 
recent nationwide protests 
following the death of 
George Floyd, Warner 
Brothers has offered free 
access to Just Mercy this 
month.  
 

Our congregation members are encouraged to 
view the film (visit www.justmercyfilm.com/ for 
how to access) and then join in discussion at 
one of two sessions on Tuesday, June 16th 
(10am or 7pm). Pastor Michelle will moderate 
the conversations; participants should 
download and review the discussion questions 
HERE in advance. 
 

Members also are encouraged to read Kathy 

Brown’s June 4th HK Now article “Dismantling 

Racism in Haddam Killingworth” HERE. 
 

  

 

ADULT EDUCATION: BOOK GROUP 
Organizing Meeting to read and discuss  

The Book of Exodus: a Biography 
 Monday, June 29th, 10am 

 

Joel S. Baden’s The Book of Exodus looks at 
how the biblical story of the Israelites’ liberation 
has given inspiration and 
encouragement to freedom 
movements ever since. The 
book is available for 
purchase online in print and 
digital form. Members and 
friends are invited to click 
HERE to read the 
introduction, then meet by 
Zoom on the 29th for an 
introductory discussion and planning. (We 
hope by then to have a sense of whether we 
will be able to have hybrid Zoom/in person 
gatherings later in the summer.) 
 

http://www.justmercyfilm.com/
https://dominiquegilliard.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Just-Mercy-film-questions.pdf
https://hk-now.com/2020/06/04/dismantling-racism-in-haddam-killingworth/?fbclid=IwAR2AH3-g1W4BCUAkDQb7_rJJaPlxn6lllC-U9t1wO_Tnhm8_4mLKuMeF7_I
https://mcusercontent.com/14a9ee584ee9aa8acae972dff/files/1ef6172e-cdfb-4646-8f9e-40c62143a406/Exodus_Intro.pdf
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ANNUAL GOALS 

On May 12, 2020 the Church Council approved 

the following Church goals for 2020: 

1.  Prepare a Proforma 2021 Operating Budget 

under the assumption that both churches 

are fully integrated. 

2. Support the Settled Search process 

3. Develop a process to reach a decision 

regarding the joining of the two churches. 

To develop the 3rd goal, we would like to have 

a group of members (8-10) to work on this 

process. It is not the purpose of this group to 

make any decision regarding the joining of the 

two churches. The purpose of this group is to 

develop a process to identify the actions, 

documentation, policies, etc., that should be in 

place for the congregation to evaluate and vote 

on whether our two churches should join 

together. Once this process has been 

developed, our two churches will need to 

complete the identified actions, documentation, 

etc., in order to present the results to our 

congregations prior to any discussion/decision 

regarding the joining together. 

If you would like to participate in this 

process development group, please contact 

Terry Smith. We would like to get organized 

and start work soon.  

 

  

Commentary: Adapting to the New Normal 
June 04, 2020 Written by Trayce Potter 
 

Many of us were looking forward to the new year 
because it was to usher in a fresh start and new 
possibilities. We came up with fancy slogans and 
prepared for the best year of our lives to date. Little 
did we know that the coronavirus which ravaged 
Wuhan, China was slowly making its way to nearly 
every country in the world. 
 

Here in the United States many of us have been 
sheltering in place to various degrees while 
balancing work, care for families, homeschooling 
and tending to ourselves with little resources from 
the places we traditionally relied upon. With schools 

across the country being closed for the remainder 
of this school year and many extracurricular 
activities being cancelled or having severe 
restrictions, children are spending more time at 
home than they have in recent years. 
 

This can seem like a great concept and for many 
children it is. However, there has been an alarming 
statistical pattern that has emerged during our 
country’s sheltering in place. There have been 
significant drops, often double-digit percentages, in 
the number of reported child abuse cases. 
 

Teachers, coaches, pastors, and other adults are 
oftentimes the ones who notice signs of abuse and 
provide escape and support in addition to being the 
ones who report suspected child abuse. With these 
adults removed or interacting through social media 
and other virtual offerings at best, the signs of 
abuse will oftentimes go unnoticed. 
 

Children rely upon adults for support, 
encouragement, and safety. I believe most adults 
can offer those things and so much more when 
they are whole and healthy. Covid-19 has taken so 
much from everyone of us and put us in a 
precarious position of feeling overwhelmed, 
overcommitted, and exhausted. 
 

As the mother of a young son I now understand 
desperation. I have had to become creative in the 
ways I find outlets for myself and my son. I want to 
offer a few resources that have been shared with 
me that will help parents slow themselves down 
and give alternative ways to be present with 
children ranging from young children to teenagers. 
 

• In Praise of Walking:  A New Scientific 
Exploration, Shane O’Mara, uplifts the 
importance of exercise, and simply walking. While 
the book is not yet published, you can google all 
the benefits for those who are able to engage and 
why it is important during times like these. 

• First Aid for Feelings: This is a wonderful 
resource for parents developed in part by 
Scholastic Books. Click here to visit.  

• Downdog.com: A great app for doing a relaxing 
meditation suitable for beginners and those with 
more of a mindfulness background. 

 

I am fully convinced that things will slowly get better 
and we will be returning to places outside of our 
homes, although cautiously. As we wait for 
“normal”, take care of yourself and those you love. 
 

 

Trayce Potter is the Minister for Youth and Young 
Adult Engagement for the United Church of Christ. 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/education/pdfs/FirstAidForFeelings_Eng.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0dqDeQ9OX6tvnWpA1JpBOcBp8F7uPepOOajaKxs501kTkayk_X3emmngc&utm_source=Audience+updated+4.3.20&utm_campaign=3f482a81da-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_25_07_04_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1c10fe2971-3f482a81da-71377992
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Dear Friends,  
  

Over the past few weeks, the Silver Lake year-
round staff has been hard at work putting 
together our Silver Lake at Home program. 
Thank you to all those that responded to 
our 2020 Summer Survey. Those responses 
helped shape the conversation and creation of 
the programs we have developed.  
  

For 2020, Silver Lake at Home will focus on the 
four Silver Lake "Loves": Love God; Love Your 
Neighbor; Love Yourself; and Love Creation. 
This four-week program has a number of 
options so that you can customize an 
experience that is the best fit for your family.  
  

Some options have a small cost attached; 
some are free. Some options include in-
person (or in-Zoom) gatherings; some are self-
study programs you can do with your 

family. Do as much or as little as you like!  

  
For the paid offerings, registration is required 
through our traditional registration system, 
UltraCamp: www.ultracamp.com/clientlogin.asp
x?idCamp=399&campCode=slc   
  

Program Dates:  
Week 1 - July 6-10: Love God   
Week 2 - July 13-17: Love Your Neighbor   
Week 3 - July 20-24: Love Yourself   
Week 4 - July 27-31: Love Creation  
 

Registration is now open! 
 

For additional details about the variety of 
programs we have planned, 
visit www.silverlakect.org/silver-lake-at-home  

We are excited to be able to offer you these 
Silver Lake at Home programs and bring you 
a slice of Silver Lake community at a distance. 
Remember you are not alone, and God loves 
you just as you are, even when you are staying 
safe at home out of the physical presence of 
your friends and your Silver Lake family. We 
look forward to connecting with you this 
summer, and for many seasons to come!  
  

Peace,   
Ruth Choate Administrator and Registrar  
 _____________________________________ 
 
SNEUCC ALL-CONFERENCE GATHERING 

 

The Southern New England 
Conference will hold an All-
Conference Gathering - 
online - on Saturday, Sept. 
26. Clergy, delegates, and 
all those interested are 
asked to save 8:30 AM to 

12:30 PM on that date. For more information, 
visit www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/september-
meeting-to-be-held-online-13998053. 
 

 _____________________________________ 
 

 
 
“Rooted in Love,” the 2021 General Synod of 
the United Church of Christ, will be held 
virtually.  
 

For more information about the opportunities 
this shift provides and about the process of 
discernment around the decision, visit the 
announcement website HERE.  

https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!GNYhx9O8SLDhlQpg1wfHQZJO0tibx2zXIIxgZYgXZMYnOguK5NcZpAcOF-SftRDUw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!GNYhx9O8SLDhlQpg1wfHQZJO0tibx2zXIIxgZYgXZMYnOguK5NcZpAcOF-SftRDUw
https://sneucc-email.brtapp.com/!DXo+z68gJerGe641KW3aYo0CkjCtQt4rg7AjBHqzEMyx5VWekSkeLIopHfD4rm9UM
http://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/september-meeting-to-be-held-online-13998053
http://www.sneucc.org/newsdetail/september-meeting-to-be-held-online-13998053
https://www.ucc.org/news_general_synod_33_to_be_a_virtual_experience_06032020?fbclid=IwAR1KkuP88aYvdrvLvSU4kzvcOOL7dgyrELzDC6qbB8gDuDQZEpfNZVdK4jg
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Please keep in prayer FCCH member Steve 

Bull whose mother Judy Dell passed away on 

May 6th. 

Remember as well FCCH member Mike 
Battistoni after the death of his mother Jo Ann 
Battistoni on May 30th. 

Higganum Congregational Church member 
Bruce Ricker died at home on May 21st. 
Please continue to pray for his wife Carol and 
all their family. We hope to be able to plan a 
celebration of Bruce’s life sometime soon. 

 

IN MEMORIUM 

Bruce Alan Ricker, 81, of Higganum, beloved 

husband of Carol (Conger) Ricker, passed away at 

his home after a long courageous battle with cancer 

on May 21, 2020. He was born in Norwood, MA to 

Irwin and Ruby (Walters) Ricker. He was 

predeceased by his parents and brothers Irwin, Jr., 

Robert and his sister Marilyn Ricker. Bruce was a 

1956 graduate of Hamden High School. He enlisted 

in the U. S. Coast Guard in September 1958 and 

continued in the reserves for 31 years retiring as Sr. 

Chief Petty Officer in 1989. Bruce joined 

Higganum Congregational Church in 1974 and 

served on many boards and committees including 

treasurer for 29 years. Bruce began his banking 

career in 1965 with City Savings Bank in 

Middletown who merged with Farmers & 

Mechanics Savings Bank and finally Citizens Bank 

where he retired as Sr. Vice President in 1994. He 

then worked for Essex Savings Bank as Executive 

Vice President in charge of lending before retiring 

in 2002. Bruce attended The Connecticut School of 

Savings Banking at the University of Hartford, 

Graduate School of Savings Banking at Brown 

University and Management Development Program 

at the University of Massachusetts. Bruce was 

active in the community and served on the Haddam 

Ambulance board for many years and participated 

in the planning and construction of the ambulance 

building (the barn). He served on the Brainerd 

Library board as treasurer for many years and was 

instrumental in the building of the new addition. He 

was a 40-year member of the Middletown Rotary 

Club serving as President 1986 – 1987, treasurer for 

many years, and was named Rotarian of the Year 

2009 – 2010. He received the distinguished Paul 

Harris Fellow award. He was also a member of 

Haddam Club 60, serving on the scholarship 

committee, and member and treasurer of MILE. In 

addition to his wife of 59 years, Bruce is survived 

by his daughters, Karen Hunt of Cromwell and 

Cathy Lipski of Harmony, NC; five grandchildren, 

Jesse Ricker and fiancée Jessica Gribko of 

Higganum, Jason Aresco of Middletown, Karli 

Aresco of Naugatuck, Ryan and Tyler Lipski of 

Harmony, NC; two great-grand daughters, Juliana 

and April Ricker. Bruce took pleasure in repairing 

and showing antique cars and won various awards 

and honorable mentions. For the past 37 years, 

Bruce and Carol enjoyed spending summers at their 

camp in Bath, NH. They also traveled extensively 

across the U. S. after his retirement. Due to current 

conditions, funeral services and burial are private. A 

memorial service will be held at a future date. 

Those who wish, may send memorial donations to 

Higganum Congregational Church Memorial Fund, 

23 Parsonage Road, Higganum, CT 06441 or 

the charity of their choice. To share memories or 

express condolences online, please 

visit www.biegafuneralhome.com. 

 

https://www.rep-am.com/obituaries/2020/06/03/jo-ann-battistoni/
https://www.rep-am.com/obituaries/2020/06/03/jo-ann-battistoni/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/HartfordCourant/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycalz&pid=196241371
http://www.biegafuneralhome.com/
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MEMBER’S CORNER 

Welcome back to Mary and 
Peter Aduskevich, who returned 
from New Mexico on May 26th.  

Mark Soneson and Dick Matregrano were 
caught being good- thank you for mowing the 
FCCH lawn (Mark) and tending the HCC 
Memorial Garden (Dick). 

Thanks also to Brian Thayer who took the 
initiative and laid in a supply of hula hoops we 
will use for physical distancing markers at our 
outdoor services. 

Dave McComas, Nancy Soneson, and Kristin 
Battistoni have been helping out Sandy 
Nightingale with errands; kudos to them and to 
Sue Henehan and Mary Aduskevich among 
others for their ongoing support of Sandy after 
Paul’s death earlier this year.   

Do you have a special message to share 
with your Church family? If so, send it in for 
the Members’ Corner! 

 

A little bird mentioned that Gene 

and Laura Porter’s 65th Anniversary 

is coming up on the 18th.  

Jan and Don Berry are not far 

behind, with their 63rd on the 29th. 

 

Please let the Office know at 
fcchaddam@gmail.com if there are omissions 
from or corrections to our birthday and 
anniversary lists. 

JUNE CELEBRATIONS 

 

 
 
2 Susette Christensen   
6 Janice Evert  Kristen Wendt   
7 Sam Crum  
10 Carol Matregrano Mike Barile   
12 Allan Johanson  
14 Valeda Kocsis  
15 Candy Casale  
16 Curt Chadwick Chris Rothstein 
18 Suzanne Ellsworth  
19 Greg Shields  Nancy Soneson 
20 Adilina Malave 
23 Carolyn Murphy Michelle Murphy 
24 John Madsen-Bibeau (60!) 
25 Linda Hansen Ginny Murphy 
27 David Strever   
29 Gene Porter    
 

 
 
2 Sam and Pam Crum   
7 Christine and Wade Beecher 
18   Gene and Laura Porter  
19 Walter and Joan Bragoni 
29 Don and Jan Berry 
   
 
  

I would like to thank everyone for their 

expressions of sympathy, beautiful 

cards with so many wonderful 

messages and encouraging words.  

And thank you for the love and prayers 

during Bruce's illness. 

 

-Carol Ricker 

mailto:fcchaddam@gmail.com

