
 

 

The GOOD News! 
february 2017 

The Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Haddam 
“An Open and Affirming Church” 

 

A Message from  Rev. Tomi… 

Church, 
 

Are you aware that often we must FAIL our 

way to success?! I know this may sound odd, 

but when you think about it, no one gets 

anywhere by being afraid to fail. It is in the 

trying that we learn, regardless of the outcome. 

Mistakes are good when we allow them to 

provide opportunities for learning.  Think of all 

the time we waste despairing over not getting it 

right.  I read that Coke, chocolate chip cookies 

and penicillin were all mistakes.  The inventors 

of these items were busy trying to create 

something else when they stumbled upon 

something that was lasting.  Soichiro Honda, 

sometimes referred to as the Henry Ford of 

Japan, said that “success is 99% failure.” 

Mistakes are the portals of discovery.  If we 

don’t dare to try something new then we are 

destined to become stagnant.  Nothing really 

stays the same, no matter how we wish it to.  

We may think we just want to stay where we 

are but the world is moving so we either flow 

with it or get passed by.  Even or especially 

when things are “working” we need to strive to 

not be afraid of change and failure.   
 

“That is how it always has been done…” or 

“We’ve never done it that way before…” can 

be an indication that a church is stuck in what 

some recall as “the way it was.”  Memories are 

good to recall but they are often clouded by the 

passing years and a sense of nostalgia. We 

rarely remember how things really were. Can 

we really go back to how things were? 
 

God loves us.  God loves you and me 

immensely. And God loves so many others who 

have yet to understand or accept the potential of 

God’s extravagant love. According to a 2016 

Pew Research Survey: Americans, and 

particularly young Americans, are less likely to 

attend services or identify with a religious 

group than they have at any time in recent 

memory.* Today there are a large percentage of   

young people who have never stepped foot into 

a place of worship. Every day we walk among 

strangers who do not experience God’s 

abundant love in their lives. Many have not 

found acceptance or meaning in what they 

perceive church to be. They are seeking 

something but uncertain we can offer what they 

need. And those who are not here with us… 

they have gifts and insights we need to move 

forward. We need each other— and we have 

Good News to share as well as lessons to learn 

from those new to or outside the church. Can 

we learn new ways of speaking about God? Can 

we learn new ways of being church? Can we 

dare to try something new? Are we ready and 

willing to risk failing? It can start with taking 

the risk to invite someone to come to church 

with you… to worship or a concert or a 

program. When was the last time YOU invited 

someone to church? 
 

Our future as communities of faith will depend 

on our ability and willingness to risk and adapt 

in the months and years to come. It will also 

depend upon you inviting your family, friends, 

neighbors and yes, even complete strangers to 

join you at church. It will depend upon 

welcoming newcomers. It will depend on us 

listening for the Still Speaking voice of God. 
 

With all this in mind… would YOU like to be 

part of a Welcome group that looks at ways to 

help your congregation reach out and welcome 

others to join us in experiencing the love of 

God in community? Let me know of your 

interest in taking a risk in the coming days.  
 

Blessings,  Tomi 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/

08/religious-participation-survey/496940/ 

http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/08/religious-participation-survey/496940/
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/08/religious-participation-survey/496940/
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I’d like to begin in February to 

form a group made up of people 

from each congregation to work 

on increasing our visibility, 

welcome and hospitality.  There 

are some resources we can read 

and go over seeking to implement 

them in our unique context.  We 

can gather weekly or biweekly to 

share ideas and create ways to 

educate the congregations as well 

plan events.  I would hope we 

could meet in homes and our time 

together might be fun fellowship.  

It might even include some wine 

and snacks.  This will not be a 2 

year committee but a time limited 

group with a purpose.  Let me 

know if you are interested?  

Tomi 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule ~ February - June 2017 
(subject to change) 

Higganum Congregational Church (HCC) 
First Congregational Church of Haddam (FCCH) 

______________________________________________ 
 

February 5th: Joint Service Communion 10:30 HCC 
 Souper Bowl of Caring 
February 12th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

February 19th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

February 26th: 9:00 FCCH Pancake breakfast 
 10:30 HCC 
 
March 1st: Ash Wednesday details  TBD 

March 5th: Joint Service/Communion 10:30 FCCH 

March 12th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

March 19th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

March 26th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 
 
April 2nd: Joint Service Communion 10:30 HCC 

April 9th:  Palm Sunday 
 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

April 13th: Maundy Thursday details TBD 

April 16th: 6:30 Sunrise service 
 at Haddam Meadows 

 10:30 HCC 

April 23rd: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

April 30th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 
 
May 7th: Joint Service Communion 10:30 FCCH 

May 14th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

May 21st: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 

May 28th: 9:00 FCCH 10:30 HCC 
 
June 4th: Joint Service Communion Pentecost  
 10:30 at HCC 

June 11th: Children’s Sunday FCCH details TBD 

Special Dates: 

• African-American History  

   Month  

• Boy Scout Sunday, February 5th   

• Valentine’s Day, February 14th  

• Presidents Day, February 20th   

• Transfiguration of Our Lord,  

   February 26th  
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Sunday, March 19th 
5 pm – 7 pm 

FCCH Fellowship Hall 
 

At this interactive event, the place where you sit, and the meal that you eat, are 
determined by the luck of the draw.  Just as in real life, some of us are born into 
relative prosperity and others into poverty.  Come learn more about world hunger 
and how we can make a difference. 

 

 Suggested donation of $3/person and can donations for Amazing Grace Food Pantry. 
 

 Reserve your seat today by signing up in Fellowship Hall or emailing FCCH @ 

fcchchristianed@gmail.com  
 

Sponsored by the FCCH Christian Education Committee. 

mailto:fcchchristianed@gmail.com
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4th  
APPETIZERS:  5pm 

DINNER:  about 6:30 
DESSERT:  about 8:15 

 

The HCC FUN raising committee is sponsoring this 

year’s Progressive dinner for the two congregations.  

The format for this year’s dinner is as follows: 
  

We will have appetizers and a “get to know you” 

game all together at 5 at a home (TBA).  At about 6 

we’ll find out who is going to which house for 

dinner.  At 6:15 people will head to their assigned 

house for dinner with between 6 and 10 people per 

house.  At 8:15 we’ll all reconvene at another home 

(TBA) for dessert and coffee.   
 

We think this will be a good way for the members 

of both congregations to get to know each other and 

Tomi and Jim! 
 

Please sign up to bring either an appetizer or a 

dessert OR to offer your home for appetizers, 

dinner or dessert.  If you would be willing to host a 

dinner please include the number of people you are 

willing to serve.  To host for appetizers or dessert 

plan on 40 or more people! 
 

Also, when you sign up, please fill out the “unique 

fact” sheet.  Anonymously write down a true fact 

that is unique to you.  Some examples include: “I 

tap danced at Radio City Music Hall” or “I swam 

across the CT river when I was 15” or “I was the 

tallest kid in kindergarten”.   

 
Sign up at church or via email 

betseyandron@gmail.com 

 

Questions???  Please ask Betsey Booth 345-8291, 

Pat Sinusas, Alexa Flora or Sue Gascoyne 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO MORE 

“VOLUNTEERS” 

AT CHURCH 
by blogger Adam J. Copeland—

http://www.adamjcopeland.com/ 
 

Language matters. Particularly, the language we 

use in worship matters. So, my ears perked up 

recently when in worship congregation members 

were besieged by many, oh so many, 

opportunities to “volunteer.” 
 

Now I’m all for businesses giving their 

employees time off for volunteering. I’m all for 

helping people. I’m all for paying it forward. But 

I don’t think “volunteer” is the right word to use 

when Christian communities worship together.  
 

Rather than merely volunteering, it sounded like 

we were actually being asked to take up a 

particular call to discipleship. Because of our 

faith, we were being asked to respond to the 

claims Jesus makes on our lives by living as his 

disciples today. 
 

Or, perhaps we were being called to ministry. 

Anyone can volunteer, but Christian ministry 

flows from baptism, from stewardship of our 

gifts, and a decision to live them out in a 

particular Spirit-filled vocation. 
 

Or maybe we were given opportunities to witness 

to God’s love for all the world by sharing it in 

turn. 
 

Possibly it wasn’t volunteers she sought, but 

Christians who felt a call from God to use their 

gifts from God in particular acts of service to 

their neighbor. 
 

On the other hand, it’s a great church and it was a 

long worship service. Saying volunteer is much 

faster than explaining all that. I’m sure that’s 

what our leader meant. 

http://www.adamjcopeland.com/
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MISSION PROJECT 
Please bring in pop-tabs, eye glasses,  

box tops for education,& ink cartridges! 
There are collection boxes  

in the vestibule. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
BRING US YOUR PENNIES! 

This money will be sent to the 

Haddam Back Pack project which  

provides weekend back packs full of protein rich 

food and snacks for about 30 school children who 

are at risk of being hungry on the weekend.  If you 

have an idea of an agency that would benefit from 

small donations from this project please notify the 

minister or the members of the Christian Service 

committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

A Note from Church World Service: 

Dear Ginny, 
 

Your walk helped us get closer towards an exciting goal! 
 

In conjunction with CROP Hunger Walks across the country, the 100 Mile Hunger Walk is an annual 
event and initiative that raises awareness and funds to fight hunger around the world. The 100 Mile 
walk started in 2012 when CWS Executive Vice President Maurice Bloem went for a walk. And kept 
walking. The initiative has a long-term goal of collectively contributing 795,000 miles by the year 2030 
– to signify the 795 million hungry people in this world. This past year, we were able to log the 82 total 
miles your walkers walked during your CROP Hunger Walk towards this long-term goal, helpings us 
reach 37,647 miles by the end of 2016. Thank you for walking in solidarity with people in need. You 
can learn more about the 100 Mile walk and download a beta app here: http://100mile.org/.  
 

In peace, 
Erin 
 

Erin Luchenbill 
Associate Community Engagement Specialist 
Church World Service 
PO Box 749 
West Springfield, MA 01090 
Phone: 413-455-0470 
National Office: 800-297-1516 
Skype: eluchenbillcws 
Email: eluchenbill@cwsglobal.org 

 

http://100mile.org/
mailto:eluchenbill@cwsglobal.org
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January 2017 
 

Dear friends at First Congregational Church of Haddam, 
 

Re: Total of your 2016 donations to Amazing Grace Food Pantry 
 

During 2016 a total of 11,503 households were served at Amazing Grace Food Pantry and over 368,000 items 
of food were distributed throughout the year.  Each month an average of 959 people came to Amazing Grace 
to select food – free of charge - for their families.  We very much appreciate your many generous gifts of food 
items during 2016.  These donations were essential to keeping the pantry shelves stocked and ready for 
shopping.  

NUMBER OF POUNDS OF FOOD YOU DONATED IN 2016: 453 
 

Amazing Grace volunteers weigh all donations and the figure above reflects the total pounds written on your 
2016 Food Donation Forms.  If your records differ or you have a question about your total donations for 2016, 
please contact Kathleen Kelly, Amazing Grace Food Pantry Coordinator, at 860-347-3222. 
 

Amazing Grace is a program of St. Vincent de Paul Middletown, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.  Your 
donation is tax-deductible as determined by law.  No goods or services were provided in exchange for your 
donation. 
 

It is only with the year-round commitment of so many generous members of our community that Amazing 
Grace is able to provide food for families who are most in need.  We are extremely grateful for your continuing 
support of this mission.  
 

With heartfelt thanks,  Mimi 
Mimi Rich, Coordinator 
Families Feeding Families Food Donation Program 
**************************************************************************************** 

 

 
 

Each week we collect food items for the Amazing Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. 

This pantry is used by hundreds of people each month. Our little bit helps to feed hungry families. 
 

Thank you for your monthly contributions: 
 

Week 1:  Tuna Fish & Mayonnaise 

Week 2:  Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Week 3:  Cereal & Vegetable Oil 

Week 4:  Pasta Sauce & Canned Fruit 

Week 5:  Paper Products  (for Haddam Public Health) 
 

The committee is looking for ideas for local and worldwide mission-share your ideas with us. 
Ginny Evensen, June Lamoureux, Nancy Albert, Nancy Soneson and Amy Harlow 
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Save the Date! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 Vacation Bible 
School 

July 10th – 14th 
Celebration Sunday, July 16th 

 

 

Christian Education News 
 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday, February 5, 2017 

Combined worship at HCC 

Our youth will be joining young people throughout the country in 

collecting money in soup pots on Super Bowl Sunday.  The Souper Bowl 

of Caring is a simple effort to “love the Lord our God...and love our 

neighbors”.  The money collected will be donated to the St. Vincent 

DePaul Soup Kitchen in Middletown.   
 

This is also the last day to bring in canned goods!   

Please help our youth reach their goal of 100 lbs!  
 

 

Silver Lake Conference Center Summer Camp Registration now Open! 
Silver Lake, located in Sharon, CT, is a camp ministry run by the Connecticut 

Conference of the United Church of Christ.  It has been offering top quality camping 

experiences with a faith component for children entering grades 4 through 12 for 

many years.  Registration information is posted on the CE bulletin board in 

Fellowship Hall and on the Connecticut Conference website, www.ctucc.org.   
 

 

 

Mardi Gras  

Pancake Breakfast  
 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 29th 
FCCH Fellowship Hall 

10 am - noon 

$5.00 adults 

$3.00 children under 12 

A Junior Youth Group Fundraiser 

 

http://www.ctucc.org/
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2017 Children’s Epiphany Pageant Photo Gallery 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

More pictures can be found on the church’s website and Facebook Page! 
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First Congregational Church of Haddam 

A member of the United Church of Christ 

905 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 215, Haddam, CT 06438 

Church Office: 345-2742 / Email: FCC-Haddam@att.net 

www.haddamcongchurch.org 
 

MINISTERS: ALL MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 

Pastor, Reverend Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro 

revtomijz.ucc@gmail.com 

Cell: 518-332-1296 / Office:  860-345-2742 

Office Hours:  Tuesday – Thursday 10am-3pm or as arranged 
 

Organist and Choir Director, Eric Lundin 

Director of Christian Education, Nancy Soneson 

Administrative Assistant, Ann Buracchi 

Church office hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 12:30-4:30 

 

Youth Choir Rehearsals 
 

The youth choir will be singing at the Easter morning service on April 16th  
and on Children’s Sunday in June. 

Rehearsals will begin February 12th, following morning worship. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

February Birthdays! 

 

Andrew Purdy  February 7th  

Samantha Panzella  February 16th  

Alex Twachtman  February 17th  

Grady Barber  February 20th  

Emily Hotkowski  February 26th  

Ava Harriman  February 26th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Good Gardens 

Needs Volunteers! 

Orientation – March 11th 

 
The Common Goods Gardens, behind Grace 

Episcopal Church in Old Saybrook, is a garden with 

a mission.  Volunteer-run since 2002, it grows and 

distributes fresh, organic produce to those in need, 

through local soup kitchens and pantries.  Come 

join our community.  We welcome people of all 

ages and interests: gardeners to plant, weed and 

harvest (no experience necessary); people with 

computer, carpentry, writing or speaking skills; 

people who’d like to deliver our produce or work 

with student groups; people who love nature or are 

excited about nutrition or maybe even the science of 

enriching soil.  We work at our own pace and 

typically leave upbeat and restored.  Growing 

season, April-October.  Learn more; meet current 

volunteers at our annual volunteer orientation 

breakfast, Saturday, March 11th. 

For more information, contact Barbara Standke 

bstandke@mac.com / 860-575-8645 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:FCC-Haddam@att.net
mailto:revtomijz.ucc@gmail.com
mailto:bstandke@mac.com
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