
LECTIONARY 

READINGS 
 

September 4, 2016 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 18:1-11 ● Ps 139:1-6, 

13-18 or Deut 30:15-20 ● Ps 1 

Philem 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

A New Identity 

 

September 11, 2016 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 4:11-12, 22-28 ● Ps 14 or 

Ex 32:7-14 ● Ps 51:1-10 

1 Tim 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 

Growing in God’s Love 

 

September 18, 2016 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 8:18-9:1 ● Ps 79:19 or 

Amos 8:4-7 ● Ps 113 

1 Tim 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 

Prayerful Living 

 

September 25, 2016 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jer 32:1-3a, 6-15 ● Ps 91:1-6, 

14-16 or 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 ● Ps 146 

1 Tim 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

Surprising Investment 

The GOOD News! 
September 2016 

The Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Haddam 
“An Open and Affirming Church” 

 

Emergent Christianity 
 

I've mentioned a couple of times in sermons this summer that I've started 

(albeit slowly) a process of decluttering my life.  I've also drawn parallels 

between my personal decluttering project and what I'm calling 

“ecclesiastical decluttering.”  In the past decade or so, there's been an 

emergence of theological thinking about this process of sorting out, of 

considering our church traditions and practices and deciding what among 

them to keep and what not to keep.   
 

As one author writes, “every 500 years, the 

Church goes through a rummage sale, and 

cleans out the old forms of spirituality and 

replaces it with new ones.  This does not mean 

that previous forms become obsolete or invalid.  

It simply means that they lose pride of place as 

the dominant form of Christianity.  What is 

giving way right now is Protestantism, at least 

in the form that we know it, and what is 

emerging [are] new form[s] of Christianity.” 
 

We're all witnessing how church, in the form 

that we know it, is giving way right now.  

 Declining numbers (worship attendance, Sunday school attendance, 

financial resources).  The rise of the “nones”—those who check “none” 

when asked in surveys about their religious affiliation.  The rise of the 

“dones”—those whose primary connection with church was through their 

children, and now that their children are college students or young adults, 

they are “done” with church. 
 

I'm planning to host a series of parish-wide conversations around this topic 

of the decline of historic, traditional Protestant congregations like ours and 

the possible emergence of new forms of Christianity appropriate to the 

context in which we currently find ourselves.  The intent of these 

conversations is not to solve old problems or create new programs, but 

rather to find common ground, both in our shared past and in our hopes 

and fears for the coming years. 
 

Perhaps, if God is still speaking, we will hear God speaking once again 

these ancient words from Isaiah (43:18-19):  “Do not remember the former 

things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert.” 
 

Peace and blessings,           Pastor Doug 

https://vialogue.wordpress.com/2008/04/27/the-great-emergence-phyllis-tickles-500-year-rummage-sale/
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Worship Plans, September 2016 

Higganum Congregational Church  (HCC) – 9:00 a.m. 

First Congregational Church of Haddam  (FCCH) – 10:30 a.m. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Sunday, September 4.  Ordinary XXIII.  Communion (both churches).   

September sermon series:  “What's It All About? - Love, Work, Pray, and Play.”  First sermon (since it's 

Labor Day weekend): “Work.” 
 

 Sunday, September 11.  Ordinary XXIV.  Rally Sunday (both churches).   

September sermon series: “What's It All About? - Love, Work, Pray, and Play.”  Second sermon (since it's 

Rally Sunday): “Love.”  Eric will be away.  He has arranged for substitute organists for each service. 
 

 Sunday, September 18.  Ordinary XXV.  Combined Service, FCCH, 10:30 a.m., followed by Homecoming 

Picnic (for both congregations).  Combined Sunday school (mission project).   

September sermon series: “What's It All About? - Love, Work, Pray, and Play.”  Third sermon (since it's a 

picnic day): “Play.” 
 

 Sunday, September 25.  Ordinary XXVI.  Homecoming (HCC only).   

September sermon series: “What's It All About? - Love, Work, Pray, and Play.”  Final sermon: “Pray.”  

Parish-wide conversation at FCCH on “ecclesiastical decluttering” following 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 

Upcoming Combined Worship Sundays: 

 Sunday, October 2, 10:30 a.m., HCC.  World Communion Sunday.  CROP Hunger Walk, 

Chatfield Hollow. 
 

 Sunday, November 6, 10:30 a.m., FCCH.  Communion by intinction. Combined Sunday 

school (mission project). 
 

 Sunday, December 4, 10:30 a.m., HCC.  Communion.   

Celebrating Advent together. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, September 18th 
Time:  Following the 10:30 service 

Where:  FCCH lawn 

What to bring:  salad, side dish, or dessert
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SHARED TRANSITION 

MINISTRY TEAM 
The purpose of this team is to focus on how the 

transition is going and to give confidential support 

for Pastor Doug.  It will monitor and evaluate the 

progress of the transition and in the process look for 

future opportunities for collaboration by the two 

churches.  

Should you have any comments, suggestions or 

feedback about how the transition and/or shared 

ministry is going, please speak to one of the 

members of the Team: 

 

First Cong Church of Haddam representatives: 

Cynthia Nicastro, Steve Bull  

and Jeanne Messick 
 

Higganum Congregational Church representatives: 

Sue Kocsis, Lise Thayer  

and Ginny Murphy 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

 

Each week we collect food items for the  

Amazing Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. 

This pantry is used by hundreds of people each 

month. Our little bit helps to feed hungry families. 
 

Thank you for your monthly contributions: 
 

Week 1:  Tuna Fish & Mayonnaise 

Week 2:  Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Week 3:  Cereal & Vegetable Oil 

Week 4:  Pasta Sauce & Canned Fruit 

Week 5:  Paper Products 
                      (for Haddam Public Health) 

 

 

The committee is looking for ideas for local and 

worldwide mission-share your ideas with us. 
Ginny Evensen, June Lamoureux, Nancy Albert, 

Nancy Soneson and Amy Harlow 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FCCH Bread for Heat Ministry 

Higganum Farmer’s Market Fridays 3:00 – 6:00 
Continuing through September! 

 

We continue to make bread and sell it at the Farmer’s Market.  There is significantly 

less activity at the market this year so we are making less bread.  We have decided to 

make some zucchini bread each week to try to raise a bit more money for Bread for 

Heat.  We have reprinted an all zucchini cook that we first sold in 2001, which is on 

sale at the market and at coffee hour.   All proceeds go to the Haddam Fuel Bank. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2nd 

CHATFIELD HOLLOW STATE PARK 

Registration 12:30pm  Walk starts at 1:00pm 
 

The walk is sponsored by the First Congregational 

church of Haddam and the Killingworth 

Congregational Church.  The money raised will go 

to Church World Service.  Two local agencies will 

benefit from our walk, Haddam Public Health 

food pantry and Killingworth Helping Hands. 

Sponsor sheets will be available next week 

at both churches. 

Yuletide Quilt Show 
 

 
 

Planning has begun for this year’s quilt show! 

It will be held on December 3rd, 

from 9:30am to 3:30pm. 

Quilts will be displayed in the sanctuary. 

There will be a homemade lunch in the fellowship 

hall in addition to vendor tables and sale items  

from the other local churches. 
 

Raffle tickets for the quilt show are on sale now!  
Look for them at coffee hour. 

The items to be raffled will be on display. 
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Weird Animals  
 Vacation Bible School 2016 

 
What a great week we had at Weird Animals Vacation Bible School this year!  Thirty-four children and 
twenty-five teen and adult volunteers participated in this fun-filled week packed with surprising 
adventures, science-fun gizmos, team-building games, upbeat music, tasty treats,  new friends, and 
so much more! 
 

 
“Who cooks for you?” 
 
Thank you to Conservation Officer Dean Wojcik for bringing “Piglet” 
to VBS!  Among other things, we learned that the barred owl’s 
hooting call sounds like “Who cooks for you?” 
 

 

 
VBS Celebration Sunday 
 

The week ended with a special Celebration Sunday service on July 17th.  The service was all about 
VBS, with a slide show, skits, award presentations, volunteer recognition, and the campers singing 
the songs they learned.  A special collection was also received to help Emma Becker, a 5th grader at 
HKMS battling neurofibromatosis, reach her goal of raising $1,100 for the Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center to celebrate her 11th birthday.  Thank you to the congregation who donated $215.25 
to help her reach her goal! 
 

After the service, all were invited to a pancake breakfast in Fellowship Hall where there was a 
beautiful display of the children’s art projects throughout the room. 
 
 

Penny Wars Champions 

 

The winner of the 2016 VBS Penny Wars Mission 
Collection was the NARWALS!  They brought in over 
4,500 pennies and hundreds of other coins to win the 
Penny Wars Championship Trophy.  Congratulations! 
 
The total amount collected from all the children was 
$292!  (Proceeds from Penny Wars will go to Emma 
Becker.) 
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Many thanks to the following people who helped make VBS  such a 
success:  
 

Our volunteers:  Suzanne Winstch, Jonathan Winstch, Liz Anderson, Val Williams, Chris Williams,  
Marsha Brielmann, Mark Soneson, Emma Soneson, Colton Soneson, Hayden Steinhilper, Annemarie 
LePard, Erin LePard, Kelsey Lonergan, Missy Thompson, Kristin Altman,  Lexi Lloyd, Brenna 
Lonergan, Kaleigh Bodak, Serena Doyle, Anna Mercier, Meara Bodak, Hayley Lawrence, Ben 
Nicholas, Thomas Williams, and Ben Williams.  
 

And thank you to the congregation who provided much needed supplies and monetary donations! 

 
Our 2016 VBS Campers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out more photos on haddamcongchurch.org. 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to the members of the congregation who brought in their empty ink 
cartridges.  With the rewards money Staples awarded the church for the cartridges, we 
were able to purchase new markers, glue sticks, and pencils for the Sunday school 
classrooms.  Keep those cartridges coming in! 
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Please join us for 

Sunday School Kick-off 
        When:   Sunday, September 11th  
        Time:     10:30 a.m.   
        Where:  First Congregational Church of Haddam 
                     905 Saybrook Road, Haddam 

 

                         Parents can register their children for:   
 Sunday School (Pre-K through 8th grade) 
 Giv² (9th – 12th) & Middle School Youth Group (5th – 8th) 
 Children’s Choir 

MISSION PROJECT 

Please bring in your saved pop-tabs,  
    old eye glasses, box tops for education, & ink cartridges! 

 

There are boxes for each item in the vestibule. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

GLADYS BURR PECK MEMORIAL ORGAN CONCERT 

Brian Parks (MA FAGO) will play a concert on the Higganum Congregational Church’s historic 1904 Austin 

organ in memory of the late Gladys Burr Peck on Friday, September 23rd at 7:30 p.m.  This is the 11th annual 

organ concert dedicated to Mrs. Peck and her love of the church’s music tradition. Mr. Parks also played at the 

2008 and 2012 concerts.  In addition to two of Mrs. Peck’s favorite hymns, to be sung by those in attendance, 

Brian will play works by Nevin, Buxtehude, Pachelbel, Mendelssohn, and Duruflé, and an improvisation on an 

audience-submitted theme. 

Brian Parks is a recently conferred Fellow of the American Guild of Organists, and is the Organist and 

Associate Director of Music at Marietta First United Methodist Church. Previously, he spent seven years as 

choral director and organist in Connecticut for First Church of Christ, Congregational of Suffield, and before 

then at Higganum Congregational Church. While taking two masters degrees at Wesleyan University, he 

studied organ with Ronald Ebrecht, composition with Ronald Kuivila, and Ghanaian drum-dances with 

Abraham Adzenyah. He has given organ and composition concerts throughout the states and in France and 

Germany; scholarly papers at Oxford University, IRCAM, Conservatoire de Lille, the national meeting of the 

AGO, and the La Leche League Conference of Connecticut; and has filled adjunct and visiting faculty 

appointments at Wesleyan University and Naugatuck Valley Community College. Since 2010, he co-teaches 

Bradley method birth classes with his spouse Janet. Their children are Orion, 7, and Alban, 4. They live in 

Atlanta Georgia. 

A freewill donation will be acceptedand appreciated in support of the church’s 

music program and this particular concert’s lasting presence. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
BRING US YOUR PENNIES! 

This money will be sent to the Haddam Back Pack 

project which provides weekend back packs full of 

protein rich food and snacks for about 30 school 

children who are at risk of being hungry on the 

weekend.  If you have an idea of an agency that 

would benefit from small donations from this 

project please notify the minister or the members of 

the Christian Service committee. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

Hospice Volunteer Training 
 

At Middlesex Hospice and Palliative Care, 

volunteers are an integral part of our 

interdisciplinary team, reaching out to patients and 

families as they cope with the challenges of 

terminal illness. Volunteers can choose to work in 

homecare, on the Weiss Hospice Unit or in 

bereavement support after completing 20 hours of 

classes and a 12-hour mentorship.  

Training will take place on October 22nd and 

October 29th, from 8:30am - 3:00pm.  Both 

sessions are mandatory.  The program is especially 

in need of male volunteers, Veterans, and those 

with special skills such as Reiki certified, 

massage therapists, and those with a passion for 

writing . Volunteers must be 18 or older. For more 

information and to begin our application process, 

please contact Jaclyn Thurnauer, Hospice Volunteer 

Coordinator, at (860) 358-6955 or 

jaclyn.thurnauer@midhosp.org 

 

The First Congregational Church of Plainfield 

519 Norwich Road, Plainfield 

Invites you to attend an 

OPEN HOUSE 
With free tours of the 

HISTORIC LANDMARK 

September 24th, 11am-4pm 
 

Donations benefit the Building Restoration Fund 

 

RSVP by email: cathiebeau66@gmail.com 

 

The First Congregational Church of Plainfield is a 

beautiful 200-year-old example of a Federal-style 

stone church. It was built in 1816 and designed by 

Ithiel Town,  a major American architect of the 

early 19th century. The building’s columns, portico, 

and Classical cornice are characteristic features of 

New England meeting houses of this period. The 

stone was locally quarried.  

The Church was placed on the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1986 because of its exceptional 

architectural distinction, even though churches are 

normally excluded from the listing. It is also listed 

on the Connecticut State Register of Historic Places. 

The building has historical significance as an 

important community institution. In the 1700s, a 

meeting house had to be established along with the 

town. Our Church, created in 1705, was the town’s 

first meeting house.  

Today the building’s prominent central location, its 

visually striking stonework, its age, and its high-

style architecture make it a local landmark not only 

for members of its congregation but for the whole 

town. 

Our Restoration efforts will focus on repairing and 

improving our historic church by: 

 Repairing the roof framing, exterior wood 

eaves, portico and steeple 

 Rebuilding a portion of the chimney and 

selective re-pointing of the stone facades 

 Upgrading the electrical system and 

refinishing the basement with classrooms 

 Repairing the Pipe Organ 
 

 

 

mailto:jaclyn.thurnauer@midhosp.org
mailto:cathiebeau66@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ithiel_Town
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