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Church~ 

As a young girl in the late 1960s I knew a few 

families who would regularly eat their dinner on 

a TV tray in front of the six o’clock news which 

included coverage of the Vietnam War.  Some 

of my friends gathered around a long dining 

room table each and every Friday night for a 

Sabbath dinner of roast beef or baked chicken 

that included soup and challah bread. There was 

not any regularity to my small family’s dinner 

practice but we rarely ate in front of the 

television. My mother cooked a meal and we 

often gathered at a kitchen table to eat it. 

 

Celebrating the 

Lord’s Supper 

or Communion 

or Eucharist is a 

ritual meal we 

eat together as 

the Church, the 

Body of Christ. 

Some members 

of our 

fellowship grew 

up taking 

communion in 

the same way 

every time, 

whether coming to an altar rail to kneel or 

quietly being served in their pew. Others of us 

did not grow up going to church or in a tradition 

where Communion was not taken. In general, 

people are usually comfortable with what is 

familiar to them. Most of us are resistant to 

change in one way or another. Since most of us 

come from different traditions there is not one 

way of sharing the Lord’s Supper that would 

make everyone comfortable or happy. 

 

Theologically, Communion recalls a communal 

meal that Jesus shared with his friends and 

followers before he was sentenced to death. For 

many Christians it is a time to remember Jesus’ 

sacrifice and all that God has done for them.  It 

is a time of the community celebrating their 

covenant connection with God. It is 

nourishment for the body and spirit. How we 

celebrate this communal meal of bread and 

wine/juice has been influenced by the various 

traditions we come from.  The meal itself 

embodies memory, imagination, power, 

encounter, freedom, relationships, presence and 

blessing.* In other words, there is a lot going on 

for each of us when we celebrate Communion 

together.   

 

For theological and creative reasons it is my 

desire, with the support of the shared Deacons, 

to offer communion in as many different ways 

as possible. I ask you to be open to 

encountering God in new ways through our 

sharing this communal meal several times a 

year. Please feel free to call me or stop by to 

chat about Communion or share a way you have 

celebrated Communion that we might try or any 

other matter on your mind. My door is open. 
 

 
  Abundant Blessings, 

    Tomi 
*From Eucharist in “Dictionary of Feminist 

Theologies,” editors Russell and Clarkson. 
 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday worship services will be at  
9:30 a.m. at the following locations: 

 
March        First Congregational Church of Haddam 
April        Higganum Congregational Church 
May        First Congregational Church of Haddam 
June        Higganum Congregational Church 
 

Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday Service, March 29  
 7 pm at Higganum Congregational Church 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 1 
 6:30 am at Haddam Meadows State Park  
 Breakfast following service at FCCH 

Traditional Easter Worship, April 1 
 9:30 am at First Congregational Church Haddam 
 Easter Egg Hunt following service at FCCH 
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ON THE ROAD TO EASTER – A LOOK AT OUR HOLY WEEK REMEMBRANCES 

 

Holy Week will be a time of gathering to remember Jesus entering in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 

his last supper with his disciples, the betrayal of Christ, the trial and crucifixion… all leading us on the 

Road to the joy of Easter. 

Our Maundy Thursday Service will be on Thursday, March 29 at 7 pm at HCC.   

There will be a hand washing to symbolize our humility in serving and being served— following the 

example of Jesus.  We will also observe a Service of Light— based on the traditional Vespers service 

in which we recognize Christ our Light; A Service of Holy Communion in which we are invited to 

participate as one of “The Twelve” at the Last Supper; A Service of Shadows--Tenebrae--in which we 

meditate on the Passion of Christ and experience the extinguishing of the Light. 

 

Easter Sunrise Worship will take place Sunday, April 1 at 6:30 am at Haddam Meadows State 

Park. In our brief time together at dawn we will sing, pray and listen to the story of the resurrection of 

Jesus on Easter morning. There will be a fire and leashed dogs are welcome. 

 

There will be a breakfast following the Sunrise Service at FCCH— all are welcome. 

 

Our Traditional Easter Worship will be at FCCH beginning at 9:30 am on Sunday, April 1.  

There will be special music, flowers and balloons as we rejoice in the Resurrection. Following Easter 

Worship there will be an Easter Egg Hunt* at 11 am. 

 
* Candy and/or toy donations for the Easter Egg hunt are being requested by the Christian Education 
committees. Any type of candy or toy that will fit inside an Easter Egg will be gladly accepted! Bring your 
goodies to any Sunday service and give them with any CE person or Rev.Tomi. You can also email Amy 
Harlow at amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com with questions or to arrange a pick up!  

 

Be sure and invite your friends to join you during Holy Week and Easter!  

 

Please share our events on Facebook. 

mailto:amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com
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AN ODE TO RON 
We all lost a dear friend and beloved member 
of our Church family when Ron Booth passed 
on February 18th.  Our heartfelt sympathies 
and prayers go out to Betsey and their children 
- Jennifer, Suzie, Karen and David as well as 
the light of their life, their grandchildren – 
Gavin, Ryan, Callie, Ben, Boden, Olivia and 
Julia.   

The following is a prayer Sean Kennelly offered 
during the beautiful Celebration of the Life of 
Ron Booth service on February 22nd.   

You can shed tears that he is gone or 
you can smile because he has lived. 

You can close your eyes and pray he 
will come back, or you can open your 
eyes and see all that he left. 

Your heart can be empty because you 
can’t see him, or you can be full of the 
love that you shared.  

You can turn your back on tomorrow 
because of yesterday, or you can be 
happy for tomorrow because of 
yesterday. 

You can remember him and only that 
he is gone, or you can cherish his 
memory, and let it live on.  

You can cry and close your mind, be 
empty and turn your back, or you can 
do what he would want, smile, open 
your eyes, love and go on.  

   A reading from David Harkins 

 

Rest in peace dear friend.  We will keep your 
loved ones in our warm embrace until you 
meet again.   

RELAY FOR LIFE TEAMS FORMING  

One of our Ministry Goals is to increase our 
visibility and service in the community.  Would 
anyone be interested in participating with Relay 
for Life on Saturday, June 23, 2018 at HKHS? 
The event is different this year – starting at 
noon and running until 10 pm (no overnight!) 
There will also be a fire truck pull event! We 
could start a team or help out at the event (ex: 
setting out luminaries). I have participated for 
all 12 years, first as part of a school team and 
for the past 7 years as a breast cancer survivor 
on the Pink Ladies Team. There are about 50 
local survivors that attend and receive a 
wonderful meal organized by the Haddam 
Junior Women’s Organization, as well as Boy 
Scouts and the Lions Clubs participate. So how 
about you???  If interested in any way please 
contact me: Sue Craffey at jcraffey@snet.net 
 

 
 

 

WWWe would like to thank everyone for 

their prayers, cards, offers of help and 
well wishes during Dick’s surgery and 
recovery.  The support was greatly 
appreciated. 

    Dick & Edie Williams 

 

 
Since three-fourths of the Earth’s surface is water 
and one-fourth land, it’s perfectly clear the good 

Lord intended that man spend three times as much 
time fishing as he does plowing.  
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HCC CHURCH LEADERS  

The 2018 Church Officers, Boards, Standing 
Committees and Individual Positions were 
voted and approved at the Annual Meeting in 
January.  Below is the complete list of our 
member leaders.  Congratulation and thank 
you one and all!   

Officers 
Moderator – Greg Shields 
Clerk – Terry Smith 
Church Treasurer – Ken Wendt 
Asst. Church Treasurer – Judy Hodgson 
Superintendent of C/E – Amy Harlow 
 

Boards 
Diaconate: 
Judy Hodgson  Terry Smith 
Ginny Murphy  Paul Lewis 
Michael Richmond  Sue Henehan 
Linda Hansen  Alexa Flora 
Rebecca Williams 
 

Board of Trustees 
Brian Thayer   Alan Chadwick 
Jack Calhoun  Dick Matregrano 
Washington Malave 
 

Board of Finance 
Sam Crum   Ralph Livieri 
Bruce Ricker   Bruce Kocsis 
David Beckman 
 

Board of Christian Education 
Theresa Malone  Katie Pactor 
Kristen Gras 
 

Standing Committees 
Fundraising 
Gail Hollenbeck  Sue Kocsis 
Pam Crum   Sue Gascoyne 
Alexa Flora 
 

Christian Outreach 
Ginny Murphy  Carol Matregrano 
Karen Malave-Terrio Peg Lewis 
Gail Burdon   Judy Hodgson 
Alexa Flora 
 

Music 
Denise Bouchard  Paul Lewis 
Linda Hansen 
 

 
Memorial Garden 
Dick Matregrano  Rogene Gillmore 
Katie Pactor 
 

Non-Officer & Individual Positions 
Delegates to Conference 
Carol and Dick Matregrano 
 

Members at Large 
Alan Hansen   Carol Ricker 
 

Caretaker of Memorial Donations 
Bruce Ricker 
 

Pastoral Relations Team 
Alexa Flora   Bruce Kocsis 
Rebecca Williams  
 
Submitted by Terry Smith  
Clerk of Higganum Congregational Church 
 

 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 

FCCH 
The next meeting of the FCCH Church Council 
will be Tuesday, March 13 beginning at 7 p.m.   

HCC 
The next meeting of the HCC Church Council 
will be Tuesday, March 20 beginning at 7 p.m.   

Council meetings are open to all Church 
members, however only members of the 
Council shall have a vote.  
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HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!!  

As we get ever so closer to Spring, slowly we 
see the signs of Winter diminishing.      
With daylight savings time beginning the 11th of 
March we will start to see the days get longer 
and the Sun be higher and brighter in the sky. 
 
Being hopeful for warmer weather the HCC 
Trustees are starting to think about plans for a 
spring clean up of the grounds and some 
exterior projects.   
 
March 17th will bring the celebration feast in 
honor of the death of the patron saint of Ireland 
– St. Patrick.  The end of the month will bring 
us to Good Friday as we prepare to be on the 
road to Easter. 
 

" May your troubles be less 
and your blessings be more 
And nothing but happiness 
come through your door " 

 
 
 
Submitted by Brian Thayer  
Chair, HCC Board of Trustees 

 

IT’S NOT HEAVY, IT’S MY BACKPACK  

The HCC Christian Outreach committee is 
seeking volunteers to help fill backpacks.  
Through our long-standing Backpack Program, 
HCC has been supporting the families of 11 
children from our community.  If you are 
interested in lending a helping hand (or have 
questions) kindly speak to Alexa Flora, Carol 
Ricker or Carol Matregrano.   
 
Submitted by Carol Matregrano  
Chair, HCC Christian Outreach 

 

 

FCCH CHRISTIAN SERVICE UPDATE  

THANK YOU to everyone who donated to 

MUGS TO GO campaign.  By the time you 
read this, the mugs will have been delivered to 
St Vincent de Paul.  THANK YOU to everyone 
who planned, cooked or served at St. Vincent 
de Paul on Sunday, February 25th. Everyone 
appreciates a warm meal, particularly in this 
cold winter weather.  YOU helped make it 
possible. 

We are collecting items to fill Welcome Baskets 
that are given to children admitted to Solnit 
Children’s Hospital in Middletown.  Please 
check out the poster during coffee hour 
following service. Take a tag or two identifying 
items being collected.  We will assemble the 
baskets on SERVICE SUNDAY, March 11th.  

FCCH will hold a Bake Sale on Saturday May 
26, 2018 at the River Valley Provisions 
beginning at 9:00 am.  Come early as we will 
close up shop when we sell out! This sale is to 
benefit the Silver Lake Scholarship fund that 
helps our kids go to camp.  

Plans for the Bread Ministry are moving 
forward. We will be selling semolina white 
bread and seeded oat bread this year at the 
East Haddam Farmers’ Market at Ballek’s 
Garden Center on Wednesdays from 4 - 7 pm 
beginning June 6 and running through 
September 28, 2018.  Help will be needed to 
mix the dough and to make the bread on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, and to sell bread 
at the Market on Wednesdays. These mission 
opportunities will provide money for the 
Haddam Emergency Fuel Bank. Please sign 
up to help.  

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY of Middlesex 
County has volunteer opportunities at the 
Habitat ReStore located at 34 Shunpike Road 
in Cromwell. If you have a couple hours to 
spare, give them a call at 860-343-9179 to sign 
up.  In late June, Habitat will sponsor a house 
build in Portland; as congregations we may be 
able to help with that project. 

 
Submitted by Virginia Evensen  
FCCH Christian Service Committee 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

1. What is One Great Hour of Sharing®? 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), as part of 
Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special 
mission offering of the United Church of Christ 
that carries God’s message of love and hope to 
people in crisis. The UCC works with 
international partners to provide sources of 
clean water, food, education and health care, 
small business micro-credit, advocacy and 
resettlement for refugees and displaced 
persons, and emergency relief and 
rehabilitation.  OGHS also supports domestic 
and international ministries for disaster 
preparedness and response.   

2. Who participates in OGHS?  
Seven Christian denominations - American 
Baptist Church, African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Church of the Brethren, Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), the United Church of Christ, and 
Church World Service work together to develop 
common promotional materials thereby sharing 
ideas, costs, and a commitment to faithful 
service. Each denomination receives and 
manages its respective OGHS offerings, and 
together raise over $10 million annually. 

3. How is the UCC’s offering used?  
Almost 60 percent of the UCC's offering 
supports international development initiatives, 
including annual support for missionaries. 
Currently there are 4 OGHS supported 
missionaries and 2 Global Mission Interns 
working in disaster relief, health care, 
education, sustainable agricultural 
development, and refugee support. The 
offering also funds disaster preparedness and 
response, and disaster related volunteer 
initiatives in the U.S.  

We will take our 
OGHS offering on 
Sundays, March 25 
and April 1.  
 
Please give 
generously. 
 
 

HURRICANE RELIEF UPDATE  

During the 4th quarter of 2017, the Higganum 
Congregational Church contributed $990 to the 
UCC Hurricane Relief effort.  We recently 
received a letter from the UCC headquarters in 
Cleveland, Ohio, informing us that $495 was 
designated for international emergency 
disaster relief, and $495 was designated for 
emergency USA disaster relief. 
  
Our support of the United Church of Christ is 
extremely important to the work that they do.  
Through it, we partner with the UCC to support 
programs and services coordinated through the 
national setting to help local, national, and 
global communities change lives for the better. 
 
Submitted by Ken Wendt  
HCC Church Treasurer 

 

SUNDAY HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE: 

The Committees responsible for hosting the 
fellowship hour after Sunday worship service 
for the upcoming few months is as follows: 

March   Christian Service and  
 (at FCCH)  Prudential 

April   Church Officers and  
 (at HCC)  Prayer Shawl 

To be sure there will be coffee 
and treats after each service, 
members of the assigned 
committees are asked to 
update the sign-up sheet in the 

normal places at each Church. 
 

          
Our shared Administrative 
Assistant, Stephanie, will 

be out of the office the 
week of March 13.  She 
will return on March 20th.  

 

May you enjoy your time out of town! 
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WHAT IS A SERVICE SUNDAY?  

This day is an opportunity to celebrate who we 

are as the Church, freed in Christ to serve and 

love our neighbor. Service Sunday will take 

place March 11. Following a thirty minute 

worship service we will put feet on our faith 

and Serve the community. We will spread out to 

participate in several Service Activities and then 

return to the church (FCCH) for a meal 

together. There will be signup sheets for the 

various projects which will include: 

• Picking up Trash at Haddam Meadows State 

Park (weather permitting) 

• Setting up and preparing lunch for the group 

• Assisting with tasks at the homes of our 

church members and the wider community 

• Visiting members at Chesthelm Rehabilitation 

Center 

• Assembling Clean up buckets for Church 

World Service 

• Assembling Welcome Baskets for Albert J 

Solnit Center 

 

Service Activities offer an opportunity for us to 

explore one of our most basic convictions as 

Christians: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every 

act of service, in every daily calling, in every 

corner of life – flows freely from confidence in 

God’s abundant grace.  

 

If you have an idea for a Service Activity, it is 

not too late to add it to the agenda.  

 

Invite your family and friends to join us on 

Service Sunday. 
 

 

CHURCHES PART OF TOWN-WIDE 
TAG SALE  

Both FCCH and HCC will be participating in the 
Haddam town-wide Tag Sale on Saturday, May 
5.  This popular event is organized by the 
Haddam Junior Woman’s Club.  For many 
years it has been held in late April, but 
organizers have decided to move the annual 
event to the first Saturday in May.  While we 
can’t be sure, our guess is it is due to extreme 
adverse weather experienced for past few 
years!   

In addition to a Tag Sale, FCCH will also have 
a Bake Sale, from 8:30 am to 1 pm.  This is an 
opportunity to clean out some of your STUFF 
and sell it to benefit the church. We will not 
take OLD computers or other old electronic 
devices, clothes, used stuffed animals or old 
books. Donations of pies and cookies are 
being requested for the bake sale. 

HCC’s Tag Sale is being organized by Pam 
Crum.  Items for donation may be left in either 
the garage or the basement of HCC.  The 
event will feature the return of the popular hot 
dog stand and popcorn.   

Watch for flyers and additional information in 
the coming weeks.   

TESTING THE WATER  

The HCC Fundraising committee recently 
came together to have its initial meeting of the 
year.  The events they have planned are those 
that are familiar and well organized.  However, 
it has been many a moon since we held a 
Goods and Services Auction.  We would like to 
‘test the waters’ with the members of our 
congregations.  Do you have good quality 
antiques or collectibles that you might be 
willing to donate or consign for an auction?   
If you do, please contact Jeanne Calhoun at 
860-345-4047.   
 
Submitted by Sue Kocsis  
HCC Fundraising Committee 

 



    9 



    10 

 

 

  



    11 



    12 

Greetings from CE / Faith Formation Department 

 

The kids and Amy Harlow, CE / Faith Formation leader, had a blast last month writing notes and making 
sandwiches to go to the guests at the warming shelter! Here are some of the letters that we wrote.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Peace and blessings  
Amy 
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REMINDER 

Don’t forget to set your 

clock forward before laying 

your head to rest on 

Saturday, March 10th! 

 

 

 

 

MARCH CELEBRATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes for many 
more 

Happy Birthday to: 

  1  Autumn Leavitt  
  2 Rebecca Evert Ray Pierdomenico  
      Owen Hill (‘10) 
  5 Peg Lewis  Dana Williams   
  Andrew Tupay  
  6 Bob Murphy  Frani Strever  
  8 Kari Johanson Matt Kravits 
10 Jonathan Williams 
12   Hannah DuPree Barton (‘11) 
13   Orion Parks (‘09) Neal L. Blodgett Jr. 
14   Michael Burns 
17  Breck Crum 

 

 

 

 

Our Staff 
Rev. Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro        revtomijz.ucc@gmail.com 

Church Office                                      860-345-4304 

Stephanie Fitzgerald Knopf, Administrative Assistant 

Amy Harlow, CE/Faith Formation Dir.     amyharlow.ucc@gmail.com 

             Tim Matregrano, Sexton  

email coordinator                            haddamcong@gmail.com 

Sue Kocsis, Belfry Editor    HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com 
 

Church Office Hours  
Tuesdays and Thursdays  

from 11 am-3:30 pm. 
 

 Please send your announcements to be included in 
the next edition of the newsletter to 

HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com  

by the 20
th
 of each month. 

From the Desk of the 

Editor 

I find myself struggling this 
month to come up with 
something clever or 

inspirational for this column.  It is easy to 
understand why, while February is short, it has 
seemed like a long month. I’m sure you feel the 
same   

So I do what I often do when looking for 
inspiration, I turn to Google.  Once again, it has 
provided what is needed to finish off this 
newsletter on a lighter note.   

From The Reader’s Digest, here are a few 
surprising facts about March.   

1. IItt’’ss  MMaarrcchh  ––  HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  
Ancient Roman calendar was 10 months 
long, beginning in March. 

2. MMaarrcchh  ––  BBeesstt  mmoonntthh  ffoorr  BBaasskkeettbbaallll (but 
worst for productivity!) 

3. BBeewwaarree  tthhee  IIddeess  ooff  MMaarrcchh (unless you’re 
a cat) 
On the Roman calendar, the midpoint of 
every month was known as the Ides. 
The Ides of March fell on March 15th. 
This day was supposed to correlate with 
the first full moon of the year 
(remember, winter didn’t count then). 
Thanks to Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar we know it for another reason. 
Supposedly, in 44 BC, a seer told Julius 
Caesar that his downfall would come no 
later than the Ides of March. Caesar 
ignored him, and when the fated day 
rolled around he joked with the seer, 
“The Ides of March have come.” The 
seer replied, “aye, Caesar; but not 
gone.” Caesar continued on to a senate 
meeting at the Theatre of Pompey, and 
was summarily murdered by as many as 
60 conspirators. Ironically, the spot 
where Caesar was assassinated is 
protected in today’s Rome as a no-kill 
cat sanctuary. 

       
To see full list visit https://www.rd.com/culture/month-

of-march-facts/ 

mailto:HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com
mailto:HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largo_di_Torre_Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Largo_di_Torre_Argentina

