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Church~ 

 
Christ is just like the human 

body—a body is a unit and 

has many parts; and all the 

parts of the body are one 

body, even though there are 

many. We were all baptized 

by one Spirit into one body, 

whether Jew or Greek, or 

slave or free, and we all were 

given one Spirit to drink. 

1Corinthians 12:12-13 CEB 
 

We need each other. For a host of reasons, we really 

do need each other. I am not suggesting your 

churches need to merge into one, but we still really 

need each other. There are so many places in the 

scriptures and in life we are reminded how much we 

need one another. In the letter to the Corinthians 

(1Corinthians 12:12-27) the writer likens the Body 

of Christ to the human body and the importance of 

all the different parts of our bodies working 

together, depending on each other to keep the body 

working. There are ways that smaller or inferior 

parts of our physical bodies aid the larger or 

superior parts— like the eyes or ears can keep us 

from stepping on a piece of glass or a poisonous 

snake. 
 

Each of our congregations has particular gifts and 

strengths that can and will compliment the other. 

There are ways we will be able to build each other 

up and assist each other in the time to come. I have 

the impression that some of you may think or feel 

that your congregations have come together to save 

money, but you need each other for much more than 

saving money. I think that the writer of the letter 

was telling the people of Corinth, and us, that every 

part of the body of Christ matters and that we're all 

in this together, no matter how strong or weak we 

seem. We each have abilities that the other needs, 

even if we just don’t see it yet. 
 

Our children will benefit from coming together to 

learn from the richer variety of teachers about 

God’s love and how to live that out. We are 

abundantly blessed when the joined voices of our 

choirs praise the Lord in song. Worship leaders 

working together will multiply their creativity and 

enrich the worship experience. New friendships are 

formed and old ones are renewed. Our members 

facing illness and hardships are assisted by a wider 

group to prepare meals and make visits. We need 

each other and we bless each other. 
 

I don’t know what happened back in the 1840s to 

divide the people of the Congregational Church in 

Haddam. We do know it is historically documented 

that a group from the Congregational Church in 

Haddam began petitioning the state of Connecticut 

at least 3 years prior to their being granted 

permission to begin a church in Higganum. There 

must have been some motivation beyond shortening 

their commute that lead 135 people and the 

minister, Rev David Dudley Field, to break off from 

the Congregational Church in Haddam. The reason 

for division was most likely personal and particular 

back then and I believe it still lingers in the 

background, even now. The truth is, today, you 

have more in common than you do differences. I 

pray we can try to focus on those things in common 

in the days, weeks, months and years to come. 

Maintain your own particular identity and distinct 

nuances, but focus on the things you share in 

common, because we need each other. 
 

Two are better than one, in that their cooperative 

efforts yield this advantage: if one of them falls, the 

other will help his partner up — woe to him who is 

alone when he falls and has no one to help him up.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 CJB 

 

    Abundant Blessings,   

                Tomi  
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

During the months of July and August,  

please attend the Sunday worship that fits your 

schedule:  

8 a.m. in the Gazebo on the Higganum Green 

or 

9:30 a.m. at First Congregational Church of 

Haddam in July 

and 

9:30 a.m. at Higganum Congregational Church in 

August 

 

Childcare available at the 9:30 am service 
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AMAZING GRACE FOOD PANTRY 

FCCH will continue its food collection through the 

summer months for Amazing Grace food pantry in 

Middletown.  We collect tuna fish, mayonnaise, 

peanut butter and jelly, cereal, cooking oil, canned 

fruit spaghetti sauce and pasta. When there is a fifth 

Sunday, we collect paper goods for Haddam Public 

Health.  During June we took 123 pounds of food to 

the Pantry, which was collected over a two month 

period. Please watch the sales, and when there is a 

BOGO sale (buy one get one), and you do not need 

two, bring the spare item to FCCH for the donation. 

Tell Ginny Evensen if you leave something that is 

perishable so that it can be delivered immediately. 

The Pantry is in need of fresh produce. 

Submitted by Virginia Evensen 
FCCH Christian Service Committee 

 

HAPPY FOURTH FROM HCC 

TRUSTEES   

As we enjoy our Independence with backyard 

picnics and barbecue's, some vacation time with 

adventures large and small, please keep in mind 

those of us less fortunate with illness, loneliness, or 

other struggles in life.  Take some time to reach out 

and say ‘hello’, stop in for a visit or just send a card 

to let them know they are thought of and someone 

else cares. 

 

Our lives get busy and we sometimes forget why we 

are all here.  This is what truly makes us a "Great 

Nation" -- not politicians or rules and regulations, 

and not bigger boats and faster cars.  Please Pass the 

Peace and love thy neighbor or friends or 

acquaintances as family and you will feel the real 

freedom and independence we in this country are 

privileged to enjoy.  (Amen Dr. Thayor!) 

 

Happy days to you, one and all!! 
 

Submitted by Brian Thayer 
Chair, HCC Board of Trustees 
 

 

WHERE THERE WAS A NEED… 

together we found a way to fill it.  There was a 

great outpouring of generosity during the months of 

April and May.  The Haddam Senior Center 

requested assistance with their meal program and 

we responded.  Jack Murphy prepared delicious 

lunches every Tuesday and several members of our 

congregations volunteered to serve and clean up 

afterwards. HCC and FCCH provided a Thursday 

luncheon in May. Many thanks to all who helped us 

to fill an important need in our community.   
 

BACKPACK MINISTRY 

Summer has arrived and schools in our community 

are now closed for the summer. Our backpack 

program at HES had supported 15 children and we 

are planning to continue to help these children 

during the summer months.  Last year we purchased 

gift cards to the Higganum Market for each family.  

Each week, a member of the HCC Outreach 

Committee brought the cards to the administration 

staff at HES to be mailed to the families so as to 

respect their privacy.  Ming, the owner of 

Higganum Market, has once again pledged his 

support for this project. Shopping at The Market is a 

great thank you for what he does. However, we 

need your donations too in order to meet our goal.  

Whatever our members and friends feel moved to 

donate would be wonderful.  A basket will be in the 

HCC social room near the backpack poster. No food 

donations will be needed until the fall.  Thank you 

very much for all you do. 
Submitted by Carol Matregrano 

Chairperson, Christian Outreach 

 

HOSPITALITY SCHEDULE: 

Each month we have assigned a specific committee 

of HCC to be responsible for hosting the fellowship 

hour after Sunday service.  With there being no 

services at HCC in July, the Diaconate has the 

assignment for August.  

To be sure there will be coffee and 

treats after each service, members of 

the assigned committees are asked to 

update the sign-up sheet in the 

Church Fellowship Room.    
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BREAD FOR HEAT MINISTRY 

Knead some time out of the house this summer?  

Then take a quick drive or stroll to FCCH any 

Monday and Wednesday morning through the 

summer to be part of the bread-making crew!   

Help spread the word that our bread will be 

available at a new location this year.   

East Haddam Farmers’ Market 
Wednesdays 4:00-7:00 

June – September 

Help is also needed to sell the bread. Please speak 

with Nancy Soneson if you will be able to help. 

There are many vendors at this market and the 

space for the sale is beautiful.  Truly it’s a short 

drive across the River, so do take a chance and visit 

the East Haddam Farmer’s Market this summer. 

All proceeds go to the Haddam Fuel Bank. 

Submitted by Virginia Evensen and Nancy Soneson 

FCCH Christian Service Committee 

 

HCC MEMBER SEEKS CAREGIVER 

HCC Member, Kim Radowiecki's present caregiver 

is retiring. Her family is seeking a new caregiver as 

described below. Kim lives in Higganum. Kim’s 

daughter Rachel will be screening applicants. 

 

HELP WANTED 

Caregiver/Assistant needed. Tidy, plan/prepare some 

meals, accompany to appointments, errands.  

Must be able to drive and lift laundry, groceries, and 

walker. Mondays, Fridays 4 hours/day.  

 

Please Email contactrachelr@gmail.com 

  
 

OH DANNY-BOY, YOU BROUGHT MUSIC 
TO OUR EARS 

The HCC Music Committee and both congregations 

wish to say “THANK YOU” to Dan Hollenbeck for 

his masterful playing of the piano during our spring 

and summer worship services, while Eric was away.  

His music and positive attitude were simply 

infectious and energizing.  It is great to see one of 

our own “kids” grow and develop into such a 

talented individual.   

 Thank you Danny!   

Submitted by Linda Hansen 

Music Committee 
 

JOINT COUNCIL MEETING 

There will be a joint HCC-FCCH Council Meeting 

on Tuesday, August 8
th

 beginning at 7 p.m. at 

HCC.  Council meetings are open to all Church 

members, however only members of the Council 

shall have a vote as provided in our Bylaws. 

mailto:contactrachelr@gmail.com
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SCHOOL BAGS FOR CHURCH WORLD 
SERVICE 

FCCH will be making school bags and filling them 

for Church World Service.  Watch for the school 

supply sales in late July. The list of items to go in 

the bags will be in the July Sunday bulletins. 

 
 

MEET THE PASTORAL RELATIONS TEAM  

A new Pastoral Relations Team or PRT has formed 

and has met twice. The PRT seeks to support and 

maintain open and effective communication 

between the Minister and the Congregation by 

serving as a liaison or advisory team. The PRT 

seeks to support both the Minister and the 

Congregation in maintaining an open and caring 

communication for the purpose of promoting 

mutual ministry of the Minister and Congregation.  
 

The team meets monthly and consists of 3 members 

from FCCH and 3 members from HCC.  FCCH 

members are Kristin Battistoni, Jeanne Messick and 

Cynthia Nicastro.  HCC members are Alexa Flora, 

Greg Shields and Lise Thayer. 
 

Submitted by Lise Thayer 
 

LET YOUR CREATIVE SIDE SHINE 
 

 

Thank you 
 

Jim and I, as well as my family, want to 

thank the HCC Deacons and members who 

contributed to place a stone for my mother, 

Patricia (Pattie) McLaine Jacobs, in the 

memorial garden. It was touching to have it 

placed there the morning we had gathered 

from across the country to celebrate her life.  

 

Thank you for the kindness.    

          Tomi & Jim. 

 

FALL FAIR NEEDS YOUR HELP 

The HCC Fall Fair is scheduled for November 18.  

The plan is to have a few 

workshops/potluck suppers 

between now and then at the 

Gascoyne’s garage to work 

together on projects and 

enjoy some fellowship.  But 

we need a point person to 

organize them!  There are a few projects on the 

drawing board and lots more on Pinterest to be 

coordinated.  I don’t feel that I’ll have the time or 

energy this summer to do the organizing but am 

willing to help when I can.  If you can be the point 

person, please be in touch!  Betsey 

(betseyandron@gmail.com) 

 

HCC GOLF OUTING 2017 

September 16th will be here before we know it!  

The committee will 

be working hard all 

summer to get the 

sponsors, raffle 

donations and 

golfers we need to 

make it as memorable as the past 6 golf outings 

have been.  The flags in Fellowship Hall are inching 

upward.  Please step up and contribute where you 

can to get those flags to the tops of the poles before 

summer ends.  Questions?  Contact Betsey 

(betseyandron@gmail.com) 
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Cave Quest 
Vacation Bible School 

 
Children are invited to come along with us as we 

explore the world of Cave Quest VBS!  This fun, week-

long adventure will feature crafts, games, music, 

biblical adventures, silly skits, tasty snacks, and so 

much more!  Cave Quest VBS is open to the whole 

community, so invite your friends! 

 
What:  Vacation Bible School Experience 

Who:   4 years old through 5
th
 grade  

When:  Monday – Friday, July 10 – 14, 2017 

  Celebration Sunday, July 18 

Time:   9 a.m. – 12 noon 

Cost:  $20.00 per child  

                       ($50.00 max per family) 

Download a registration form at haddamcongchruch.org 
 

Thank you to Youth and Family Services of Haddam-Killingworth 

for awarding FCCH a $250 mini-grant for our 

Vacation Bible School this year!   

 
The grant was in acknowledgement of The First 

Congregational Church of Haddam’s 

work to promote a safe, healthy, and 

drug free community.  The funds were made available 

through the Middlesex United Way, Asset-Based Healthy 

Communities-Healthy Youth Initiative grant. 

 

SUMMER @ THE LAKE 

 

FCCH and HCC have five 
children attending Silver 
Lake Conference Center as 
campers this year and three 
young adults on staff and 
camp family!  We’re so 
excited for them!    
 
The children fundraised a 
portion of their camp costs 
and you, the congregation, 
helped by bringing in coins 
for our Pennies from Heaven 
coin drive.   
 
A huge thank you to Dave 
Clifford, son of Betsy and 
Dan Clifford, who provided 
very generous 
scholarships for our 
campers! 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AT HCC CELEBRATES THE END OF SCHOOL YEAR 

HCC celebrated Olivia Harry's last day on Sunday June 11
th
 and we wished her well at college. Bridget Harry 

has been interviewed for the nursery care position and believe Bridget will be a wonderful addition. We have 

posted the childcare schedule for remainder of year in the HCC nursery and fellowship hall. Please review the 

schedule and switch with another member if needed. If you are not on the list, but are willing to be a second 

caregiver volunteer, please contact the Board of Christian Education.  

Our children were very fortunate to have Mary and Peg lead them in Sunday School this past year. We look 

forward to thanking them and celebrating with them after an upcoming service.
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SUMMER SERIES:  GOD IN THE MOVIES 

The summer worship series is under way. The schedule is below and is 

subject to change. We will try to provide a group screening opportunity 

the week before the film is focused on during worship. Check your 

email blasts or the church Facebook pages or call the office for dates 

and times not already listed. Worship is at 9:30 am at FCCH in July 

and at HCC in August. 

 

July 2: 13th—a Netflix documentary is an in-depth look 

at the prison system in the United States and how it 

reveals the nation's history of racial inequality and the 

13th Amendment of the Constitution. A screening will 

take place at Tomi’s on Tuesday, June 27
th
 at 7:30 pm.  

July 9: No Movie 

July 16: Vacation Bible School Sunday 

July 23: Moonlight— Oscar winning Best Picture—A 

chronicle of the childhood, adolescence and burgeoning 

adulthood of a young, African-American, gay man 

growing up in a rough neighborhood of Miami.  

July 30: Hidden Figures— From the book, Hidden 

Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of 

the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race. 

August 6: Lion—A biography about a five-year-old Indian boy who 

gets lost on the streets of Calcutta, thousands of kilometers from home. 

He survives many challenges before being adopted by a couple in 

Australia. 25 years later, he sets out to find his lost family.  

August 13: Moana— Disney’s depiction of Ancient Polynesia, when a 

terrible curse incurred by the Demigod Maui reaches an impetuous 

Chieftain's daughter's island, she answers the Ocean's call to seek out 

the Demigod to set things right.  

August 20: Loving— The story of Richard and Mildred Loving, a 

couple whose arrest for interracial marriage in 1960s Virginia began a 

legal battle that would end with the Supreme Court's historic 1967 

decision.  

See you at the Movies….and in Church on Sunday! 

 

 

 

  

From Ron and Betsey: 

Deepest gratitude to our wonderful church family for all the love and support you have shown us in 

the last month.  The meals have been more appreciated than you will ever know.  Your visits, phone 
calls, text messages and emails have let us know how truly loved we are.   

The verse on my perpetual calendar for the day we came home from the hospital read:  

“Hope is recognizing God’s face behind the faces of family and friends as 
they accompany us through life’s valleys.”   

Thank you for accompanying us, your prayers continue to give us the hope and strength we need. 
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BE A HERO – HELP YOUR TREASURERS 

While there will not be worship services at HCC in 

July, our mailbox is still open and therefore the bills 

will still come – sad, but true.  It would be most 

helpful to our Treasurer, Ken Wendt, to have 

pledges be included with the mail that comes in.  

Summertime is always lean in terms of cash flow, 

so taking the extra step to mail your pledge in if you 

will not be attending a service would make you a 

hero!   

Please mail your pledge to: 

Higganum Congregational Church,  

3 Parsonage Lane, Higganum CT 06441  

ATTN: Judy Hodgson,  

Asst Treasurer  

If easier, your pledge 

can put in the Asst 

Treasurer’s mailbox at 

the church.  Thank 

you! 

Submitted by Bruce Kocsis 

Board of Finance 
 

Editor’s Note:  Quite likely, the good people that 

manage the books at FCCH would appreciate similar 

“heroic efforts” during the month of August.   
 

Memorial Donations Welcome 

Donations to the Higganum Congregational Church 

Memorial Fund continue to be accepted in memory 

of Joseph Louis Brasky and Paul 

Allen Hoover. 

Joe, who passed away on 

February 23
rd

 was the loving 

husband of Diane Brasky and a 

true treasure at HCC.   

Paul, a long time member and 

very active in our community 

was the loving husband of Clare 

Hoover.  Paul passed on May 12
th

.  

 Submitted by Bruce Ricker 

Co-Caretaker of Memorial Donations 

 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE UPDATES FROM 
FCCH 
From the “It’s Better late than never” column…. 

here are a few updates that were inadvertently 

missed from last month’s newsletter.   

 

The Tag and Bale Sale held at FCCH back in late 

April was a success! $1,013 was raised that will be 

used for mission activities in Haddam and around 

the world. Many of the left-over furniture and 

household items were donated to the Habitat for 

Humanity Restore and Simply Sharing, an 

organization in Essex that helps people who have 

been homeless to furnish an apartment. Some of the 

items went to the “Haddam Mall” at the dump. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped with this 

event.    

 

The Mother’s Day cards raised $100 that was sent 

to the Middlesex County Diaper Bank. This project 

provides disposable diapers for families in our area. 

Thank you so much for supporting this project. 

 

 

In honor of the installation of Rev. Tomi Jacobs-

Ziobro, FCCH made a donation to the New 

Horizons Domestic Violence program at Tomi’s 

request. 

 

Submitted by Virginia Evensen 

FCCH Christian Service Committee 
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Congregational Worship as a Dress Rehearsal for Living in Communion 

with God 

By Carolyn Brown of Worshiping with Children 

 
While reading a book for a Sunday School class on adult spirituality, I came across the following 

quote which gave me new insight to why we welcome children to the congregation’s worship. 

 

“For some reason, religious people tend 

to confuse the means with the actual 

goal. In the beginning, you tend to 

think that God really cares about your 

exact posture, the exact day of the week 

for public prayer, the authorship and 

wordings of your prayers, and other 

such things. Once your life has become 

a constant communion, you know that 

all the techniques, formulas, 

sacraments, and practices were just a 

dress rehearsal for the real thing—life 

itself—which can actually become a 

constant intentional prayer. Your conscious and loving existence gives glory to God.”  (Falling 

Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life ,Richard Rohr) 

 

The image of the congregation’s worship as a dress rehearsal for living a life in constant 

communion with God may not be the only image that describes worship, but it adds another 

layer of understanding for worshipers of all ages.  As we seek to include children in the 

congregation’s worship it reminds us that the goal is not that they behave or even that they know 

enough of the songs and prayers to participate at least a little.  The goal is that they acquire and 

practice skills for living in relationship with God every day.  Our task is to help them adopt 

praise, thanksgiving, confession and accepting forgiveness, listening for God, sharing our 

concerns with God, remembering what we know to be true and making commitments to live 

accordingly as skills for living every day.   

 

That means our task is to help them grasp not just what we do in worship but what it leads us to 

do every day.  We need to help them see that just as they can thank God with songs and prayers 

in the sanctuary, they can go through every day with grateful hearts.  Likewise, if they can 

confess and be forgiven in the sanctuary, they just might be able to do it in the back seat of the 

van, the locker room, or the lunch room.  Over time the patterns they learn in the sanctuary can 

become the patterns of their lives.  So we are not just inviting them to worship (no small thing in 

itself), we are rehearsing them into the Christian life.  Not easy - but a worthy goal to ponder 

…in the middle of Ordinary Time. 

 

http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2016/01/congregational-worship-as-dress.html

  

http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2016/01/congregational-worship-as-dress.html
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"I am proud of you. Your yes today matters," UCC 
General Minister & President John Dorhauer told 

those assembled following the vote. 

In Historic Vote, Three 

Conferences Vote to Move 

Toward Union 

By Tiffany Vail 
Associate Conference Minister for Communications 

 

HARTFORD, CT - The Connecticut, Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island Conferences of the United Church of Christ 

voted decisively on Saturday [June 17
th

] to move ahead 

toward forming a new combined Conference, so that they 

may have a stronger voice speaking for justice and may 

more effectively carry out mission and ministry together. 
 

The votes, taken at the first-ever joint annual meeting of the 

three bodies, mean that Conference leaders will now 

develop a formal proposal for a new Conference which will 

be brought before a second joint Annual Meeting a year 

from now in Springfield, MA. 
 

"I am proud of you," United Church of Christ General 

Minister and President The Rev. John Dorhauer told those 

gathered following the votes. "Your yes today matters, and 

your yes today casts a vision for the future that was not 

otherwise available to you. And, my covenant promise to 

you is that the entire denomination will walk side-by-side 

with you on whatever journey unfolds." 
 

The votes were taken at separate, simultaneous Conference 

plenary sessions on the afternoon of Saturday, June 17, at 

the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford. More than 

1,000 people - lay and clergy from the three Conferences - 

gathered for the two-day meeting, with most of their time 

spent together in worship, joint plenary, hearings and 

shared meals. The Massachusetts and Connecticut votes 

were nearly unanimous; Rhode Island delegates approved 

the measure by a wide margin. (Read a sampling of 

questions and comments made at a joint plenary before the 
vote here.) 
 

"I believe that the impact of the United Church of Christ in 

Southern New England was enhanced today by the 

affirmative votes of our three conferences," said The Rev. 

Barbara Libby, Interim Conference Minister of the Rhode 

Island Conference. "Now that we know, we can move 

ahead to put flesh on the bones of this imagined new 

conference. What a unique and awesome opportunity we 

have as we move into the future together." 
  

In the months, weeks and hours leading to the vote, Board 

members and the three Conference ministers shared their 

vision for a new organization that can make a greater 

impact on local churches, their communities, and the 
world.  
 

"As some of our churches approach their 400th 

anniversary, the United Church of Christ is doing a new 

thing," said Massachusetts Conference Minister and 

President the Rev. Dr. Jim Antal following the meeting. 

"We are discovering unity without uniformity while we 

celebrate diversity without division.  Today we affirmed 

the ties that bind. In the coming year, we will explore the 

power and possibility of a collective voice and vision." 
 

The boundaries of the conferences of the United Church of 

Christ have not changed since the 1970s. Dorhauer told 

delegates 

earlier in the 

day that the 

entire 

denomination was watching with interest to see what would 

happen in southern New England. If delegates in 2018 

approve the new Conference proposal, it will then be 

presented to General Synod, the national gathering of the 

UCC, in 2019. 
 

After the vote, several staff and board members said much 

work lies ahead in working out what the new Conference 

would look like. 
 

"Let us together, as one, respond with the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ to face the challenges that lie ahead," said 

Connecticut Conference Minister The Rev. Kent Siladi. 

"Come, Holy Spirit, come." 
 

More coverage from the meeting will continue to be posted 
in the days ahead. 

Source:  http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/three-

conferences-vote-to-move-toward-joining-8526722  

 

 

http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/questions-comments-leading-up-to-the-vote-8536704
http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/questions-comments-leading-up-to-the-vote-8536704
http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/questions-comments-leading-up-to-the-vote-8536704
http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/three-conferences-vote-to-move-toward-joining-8526722
http://www.ctucc.org/newsdetail/three-conferences-vote-to-move-toward-joining-8526722
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Befriending the Stranger 
 

A BULLETIN ON CHURCH HOSPITALITY & 

REVITALIZATION 

By Rev. Dr. Randy Hammer 
 

The Importance of Caring 

In a speech delivered at the University of 

Connecticut Health Center’s 2007 graduation 

exercises, one of the two graduates shared a quotation 

worth remembering and passing along.  Speaking to 

those who had just received degrees in dentistry and 

medicine, the graduate observed, “People are much 

more interested in knowing how much you care before 

they care how much you know.”  When it comes to 

healing, feeling listened to and cared for is an 

important part of the equation.  How incisive!  And 

how true it is, not only for doctors and dentists ready 

to go forth and practice their healing arts, but for 
ministers as well. 

But could not the same thing also be said of 

churches?  When newcomers enter our doors in search 

of a new church home, they may be much more 

interested in knowing how much we care before they 

care about how much we know about a particular 

creed or doctrine.  Doctrinal differences and 

arguments over how many angels can dance on the 

head of a pin, or whether or not predestination is a 

biblical doctrine, or the precise nature of the Trinity, 

and so on may have mattered in bygone centuries.  

Battles were waged and people were burned at the 

stake over such questions.  But by and large such 
issues are no longer as important as they once were. 

What many people are looking for today in a 

church home is a sense of community: a place of 

caring and belonging.  A place where people actually 

live out Jesus’ example and teachings on true love and 

compassion.  In spite of—perhaps because of—

technological advances such as the Internet, e-mail, 

instant messaging and the like people feel isolated and 

long for a place where they can experience genuine 

community.  Technology, instant messaging, Internet 

religion, or television church via satellite will never 

take the place of the local church and the sense of 
community and personal caring that it can provide. 

So, as we relate to one another and as we 

welcome the newcomers that regularly pass through 

our doors, it behooves us to determine to let each 

other as well as newcomers know how much we really 

care.   
 

Befriending the Stranger Copyright 2007 by Randy Hammer.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLOR ME 

 



     

 

12 

Making Stewardship Corporate  

04.19.2017 by Adam J. Copeland 

American culture is intensely individualistic. Given 
this context, it’s no surprise that a lot of talk about 
money and stewardship is focused on the individual. 
Scripture, on the other hand, tends towards a more 
communal culture. Many times, when we read a 
passage and hear the word “you,” the original 
language was indicating “you all,” but our minds hear 
“you” singular. My favorite example of this is 1 
Corinthians 6:19, “Do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit,” a passage often 
misconstrued as having to do with individual purity. 
In fact, it’s about the corporate body — you all — and 
the whole community’s relationship with God. How 
might we make stewardship more communal? What 
might communal stewardship look like in 
congregations? 

First, a congregation embracing a more corporate 
approach to stewardship will make spaces for, well, 
communal conversation around stewardship 
matters. Certainly, many giving decisions will 
eventually be made at the kitchen table in your home, 
but these individual household decisions can be 
supported by community conversation elsewhere. If 
your church has small groups, they’re a perfect place 
to host conversations around money. 

I’m part of an informal men’s group that meets 
monthly around a topic of concern (OK, I’ll be 
honest, it’s a whiskey club). An ethnologist studying 
our gatherings would likely note how often money 
comes up in conversation. We discuss the birth of 
babies — and the cost of diapers. We celebrate the 
purchase of new homes — and lament the cost of 
upkeep. We talk about planning vacations, and saving 
for retirement, and the cheapest, best place for oil 
changes. While the group gathers for other purposes, 
our conversation touches on money pretty darn often. 
I find that fascinating because it’s actually a group of 
guys that are not much concerned with climbing the 
corporate ladder or keeping up with the Joneses. 
Instead, I think money concerns crop up because 
we’re grateful for the opportunity to discuss them 
with others we trust. How can your congregation be 
just such a place? 

Second, congregational leaders — and clergy, 
especially — have a huge opportunity for modeling 
public discussion of money. When we address 
money from the pulpit, I think the message comes 

with particular power when pastors admit our own 
struggles with money. We can share stories of that 
individual/corporate divide, and explain scripture’s 
alternative vision. 

Walter Brueggemann writes, “A [biblical] study of 
money and possessions makes clear that the 
neighborly common good is the only viable 
sustainable context for individual well-being.” So, we 
can acknowledge our individual decisions, struggles, 
and concerns while pushing for more communal 
awareness. 

Increasingly, one way congregations are addressing 
such matters is in the area of their own investment 
practices. Congregation members might be surprised 
to learn their church endowment is invested in 
tobacco companies, gun manufacturers, or serial 
polluters. Conversations around church investments 
tend towards the corporate — what do members 
(together) want? What are the neighborly 
consequences of such investment practices? When 
leaders embrace these challenging questions, 
members may reflect how their own individual money 
practices relate to the whole community. 

Finally, there are some technical things stewardship or 
finance committees can do to help individuals 
consider the whole. Often, when we speak of giving 
in congregations, we do so with the mindset of 
individual or family giving. It’s important to put that 
giving in context of the whole congregation. 
Sharing (anonymized) data on average giving, giving 
levels, or even factoids like what percentage of gifts 
come in via electronic means helps make financial 
stewardship the work of the whole church. 

In one study, Brandon Vaidyanathan and Patricia 
Snell found what they called, “giving illiteracy” as a 
significant factor holding back congregational giving. 
They described giving illiteracy as vagueness around 
giving levels, lack of clarity around expectations, and 
misperceptions about where individuals fit in with the 
rest of the congregation’s giving. When people know 
where their gifts go, and how their giving practices fit 
in to the whole picture, they are more likely to give. 
Plus, I think, they’re more likely to think of giving as 
something we all do together. 

We’re not going to shift U.S. culture away from 
individualism anytime soon, but let’s do what we can 
to make congregational stewardship culture a bit 
more communal. 
 

This post originally appeared in the weekly newsletter of the Center for 
Stewardship Leaders.  

http://www.adamjcopeland.com/author/adam-copeland/
http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship
http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship
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Save These Dates 

The CROP WALK for Church World Service will 

be held on October 1, 2017 in Chatfield Hollow 

State Park at 1:00 pm. Registration at 12:30 pm. 

Solicit sponsors and come and walk in the beautiful 

fall sunshine (ok, being optimistic here). All the 

churches in Haddam and Killingworth are invited to 

walk. A portion of the money raised will go to the 

Senior Meals Program in Haddam. 

 
 

The YULETIDE QUILT SHOW will be on 

December 2, 2017. Planning of this event will 

begin this summer. Here is a chance to show special 

quilted items you have made or items that have 

been handed down over generations in your family.  

More information will be forthcoming.  

 

 

Brief Summer 

Worship in 

July and 

August 

Sundays at 8 am 

in the Gazebo  

@ Higganum Gr. 

BYOC- bring your own CHAIR!               

(rain or shine) 

 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

The following ‘shout outs’ have been submitted for 

your reading pleasure.   

 

The next time you’re at Higganum Market, 

please make sure you approach Ming to say 

thank you for all he has done to help HCC.  

Besides the 5% “rebate” he offers us on all 

cash receipts, Ming has supported many of 

our fundraisers and events.  He has also 

recently agreed to be a significant 

contributor for the HCC summer backpack 

program.  So please go out of your way to 

let him know that his generosity is greatly 

appreciated by HCC. 

    Submitted by Bruce Kocsis 

 

 

Do you have a special message to share 

with your HCC family?  If so, send it 

in for the Members’ Corner! 

 

 

 

Where will you Take Jesus this Summer? 

Flat Jesus is a playful reminder that God is with us 

wherever we might be. As you go out into the world 

this summer, bring the Light of the World with you. 

Share Jesus wherever you go!  

 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16  

 

Where will you bring Flat Jesus this summer?  
•Bring Flat Jesus with you wherever you go!  

•Take lots of pictures and share them with us.  

•Talk with family and friends about what you and 

Flat Jesus experienced.  

Please share your photos with us on Facebook.   
You can get your Flat Jesus to color at church! 
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SUMMER CELEBRATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes for many 
more! 

 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 2    Amanda Chadwick 

 3    Bridget Harry             

 4    Christine Beecher 
10   Paul Nightingale        Kyle Tupay  

11   Troy Monroe 

15   Tim Morrill   Jason Lonergan         
16   Chris Morin 

17   Kim Radowiecki  Connor Reardon 

19   Sue Kocsis 

20   David Negrelli              
22   Terry Smith 

23   Jack Calhoun   

25   Danny Richmond 
26   Dick Matregrano        Betsey Booth 

27   Colin Ellsworth  

28   Sarah Shields  Kelly Beth Paradis 
 
 
  
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
  
 

   8  Pam Crum    Marissa Sarmuk 

12   Don Roche 

13   Karen Roche 

16   Austin Paradis 

18   Dick Williams 

19   Ryan Walker 

25   Jacob Saglio 

28   Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro 

30   Neal Blodgett  Tyler Gras 

31   Edie Williams 
 
 

 JULY 

2   Tomi and Jim Ziobro 
17 Jack and Ginny Murphy 
 

 AUGUST 

2 Ron and Betsey Booth 
3 Bryan and Krissy Gras 
11 David and Jamie Beckman 
 24 Dick and Carol Matregrano 

 29 Peter and Mary Audskevich 
 29 Terry and Carol Smith 

From the Desk of the     

Editor 

 

Thank you to all who 

submitted an article for this double-edition of  

The Belfry and The Good News! summer 

newsletter.  The amount of information received 

was beyond my wildest imagination! I hope 

you’ve enjoyed reading this newsletter as much as 

I’ve enjoyed putting it together.   

An important vote in our Congregations’ life will 

be occurring on Sunday, June 25
th
.  The 

Congregations will be deciding if there shall be a 

single worship service on Sundays at alternating 

locations.  Timing being what it is, the results of 

that historic vote is not available to include in this 

edition of the newsletter.  Be sure to watch your 

email for an announcement of the results of the 

vote.   

Thank you to all who came out to enjoy ice cream 

on Sunday June 4
th
 in support of Delaney, Reagan 

and Lisa who recently lost their Dad and 

Husband.  The report I received was several 

thousand dollars was raised as well as the H-K 

Dairy Barn having to call in reserve help (the 

owner’s Mom & Dad) and their having the single 

best day in sales EVER!!  As you may recall, 

Bruce and I have coached the girls in lacrosse the 

past couple years and Lisa has joined us as an 

assistant coach.  Together, we are living proof that 

HK is a community where one can experience 

caring and belonging.  From the bottom of my 

heart, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.    

    Sue 
.        

 

Our Staff 

Rev. Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro        revtomijz.ucc@gmail.com 

Church Office                                      860-345-4304 

             Tim Matregrano, Sexton  

E-mail coordinator address                   1onthehill@snet.net 

Sue Kocsis, Belfry Editor    HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com 

 

Please send your announcements to be included in 
the next edition of the Belfry – Good News! to 

HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com  

by the 20
th
 of the month. 

mailto:HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com
mailto:HCCBelfryEditor@gmail.com

