
The GOOD News! 
April 2017 

The Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Haddam 
“An Open and Affirming Church” 

 

A Message from  

Rev. Tomi… 

 

Church, 

 

I love being a part of the church! I write this to 

you during a week I have prepared for our 

shared parish to welcome new members (10 

total!!!)… including my husband, Jim, and 

myself. I also write this following a month 

where Jim and I finally moved into the 

parsonage and also moved my mother, Pattie, in 

with us. I am so grateful for the lived out 

support we have felt through your sanding, 

painting, lifting and unpacking boxes, rides 

from the airport and so much more. I love being 

a part of these churches! I am grateful to God 

for providing the love and support of you— 

church, at this challenging time in our lives.  

 

I love what I have heard from members about 

how they have experienced the love of Christ 

through this body of believers. We are the 

presence of Christ for one another. We have 

each other’s backs. My joy is your joy and your 

sorrow is my sorrow— we multiply our joys 

and divide our griefs. We take care of one 

another— through good times and bad times. 

Many of you know intimately what I am talking 

about. 

 

As we approach Holy Week and a time of 

remembering the suffering and crucification of 

Jesus at the hands of the authorities…my focus 

is less on the sacrifice of Jesus this year and 

more on how hard life, and death, can be. I am 

more aware that there are many ways that those 

we love can suffer their own kinds of Holy 

Week. My focus this year is on the gift Jesus 

and the apostle Paul gave us in teaching us how 

to live life as the body of Christ. I believe that 

this life we live in the church holds us up to get 

through the Holy Weeks we face throughout 

our  journey on this earth. 

 

My hope is in the resurrection, in Easter joy! As 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death with my mother and our church members 

I believe that you will have my back, that you 

will support me and the families of our parish 

who are grieved as they say good bye to their 

loved ones. My hope is in our living out being 

the body of Christ— being the presence of 

Christ for one another over and over. We are a 

church of joys and laughter as well as tears and 

sorrow. I love that we are the church together! 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

Abundant Blessings,  

  Tomi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Higganum Congregational Church (HCC) 
First Congregational Church  

of Haddam (FCCH) 
__________________________________ 
 

5th Sunday in Lent 

Shared Worship & Communion 

Sunday, April 2 at 10:30 at HCC- Higganum 
 

6th Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 9 at 9:00 at FCCH- Haddam 

10:30 at HCC- Higganum 
 

Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 13 at 7pm at FCCH - Haddam 
 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 16- Sunrise Worship at 6:30 

at Haddam Meadows 

Coffee & Conversation at 7am 

 at FCCH- Haddam 

Easter Morning Worship at 10:30  

at HCC- Higganum 
 

Easter Egg Hunt at HCC following the 

10:30am service. 
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Things to Do with Your Child (or Grandchild) During Easter Worship 
by Carolyn Brown  Photo: Christ Church, Shaker Heights, Ohio by Leslie Swaim-Fox 

 

 

* Get there early enough to get a seat 
where your child can see and hear easily.  
 
* Ask an usher for a worship bag and use it 
with your child. 
 
* Point out and even visit the banners, 
flowers and other Easter decorations.  
(They can be hard to see across a big 
room.)  Savor the colors and sparkle.  
Identify the symbols.  Remember that 
Easter lilies are shaped like trumpets 
announcing Jesus is alive.  (Such visits are 
especially good for early arrivers after you 
have secured your seats.) 

 

* Enjoy the trumpets, drums and other special musical instruments. 
 
* Stand short children on their pew when the congregation stands so they can see more easily and 
can sing and speak in the middle of the sound rather than under it. 
 

* Help children sing every “Alleluia!” in the Easter hymns even if they can’t read the other words.  

Together count the alleluias in one song or in the whole service.  To do the latter make a hash or 
write an A in the margin of your bulletin each time you hear, sing or say the word. 
 

* Nudge your child just before the Gospel is read saying, “Listen to this.  It is the big story for this 

day.” 

 
* If you have a storybook about the empty tomb or a Jesus storybook that includes the empty tomb 
story, hand it to your child as the sermon begins.  
 
* If your congregation passes the peace, help your child pass the peace to everyone around you. 
 
* Make all your comments about the crowd positive.  Be happy to see how many people think the 
Easter story is important.  Point out that they care enough to dress in their best and come to hear it 
and sing about it with everyone else.  
 
* (After the service) take a picture of your family in the sanctuary or outside with the church building in 
the background to remind yourselves that you were here. 
 
* Remember, you are creating memories.  Some of them will be warm and wonderful.  Others will 
lead to family eye-rolling stories told for years to come.  All them shape lives. 
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HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY 

April 23, 2017 
 

On Sunday, April 23 we will celebrate Holy Humor Sunday 

(Bright Sunday) during worship. You are invited to dress 

up, bring a joke or a funny story to share during an “Open 

Mic” segment of worship and come to have a joyful time 

during worship.  
 

Along with many other Christians around the world we 

recognize the important, but often overlooked, sacred gifts 

of laughter and joy! Laughter is a gift that allows us to keep 

our hearts light, even at the most difficult of times. At a 

funeral, a funny story about a loved one can bring comfort 

to those grieving. During a worship service, the gospel can 

often be more effectively shared with humor and joy. And 

even in the midst of the observing the crucifixion of Jesus, 

we know that life will have the last laugh over death. 
 

For centuries, in Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant 

countries, Easter Monday and “Bright Sunday” (the Sunday 

after Easter) were observed by the faithful as “days of joy 

and laughter” with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection. 
 

Parishioners and pastors played practical jokes on each 

other, drenched each other with water, sang, and danced. It 

was a time for clergy and the church to tell jokes and to 

have fun. 
 

The custom of Easter Monday and Bright Sunday 

celebrations were rooted in the musings of early church 

theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John 

Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil 

by raising Jesus from the dead. Easter was “God’s supreme 

joke played on death. Risus paschalis ~ the Easter laugh,” 

the early theologians called it. 
 

In 1988, observing that the celebration of Jesus’ 

resurrection had been sorely neglected by 20th-century 

Christianity, the Fellowship of Merry Christians began 

encouraging member churches and prayer groups to 

resurrect the old Christian custom of Easter Monday or 

“Bright Sunday” celebrations, as the early Greek Christians 

called it. 
 

And so the idea continues today at FCCH and HCC. After 

the important holy days, Holy Humor Sunday will be 

celebrated this year on April 23. We hope each of you will 

experience a portion of the gift of laughter and a moment of 

joy!  

Ways You Might Give 

Something of or to Yourself 

during Lent 
 

 

 

Make a call to a shut in, family member 

or friend - Send a note to a shut in 
 

Bring flowers to someone 
 

Bring a casserole or dessert to someone 
 

Bring food items for food pantry 
 

Make a visit to someone in the hospital, 

nursing home or confined to home 
 

Invite someone to lunch 
 

Give someone a ride - Pick up trash 
 

Spend a day per week relaxing, praying, 

reading, renewing 
 

Start that diet, begin to exercise, take a 

walk, get a massage, anything for you 
 

Anything else that reminds you 

of how much God loves you 

When we can’t find Easter 
Easter is the most joyous Christian holy 

day ... except when it’s not. What do we 

do when our mood isn’t what we think it 

“should” be? The kids are sugared up, 

we’re juggling family gatherings (and 

maybe conflicts), our everyday 

challenges remain, and festive hymns — 

however rousing — fail to lift our spirits. 

We wonder, “What’s wrong with me, that 

I can’t seem to find Easter?” 
 

Been there, done that.  And it’s okay. 

You’re okay. 
 

Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop us out 

of our troubles, but the death-defying 

Christ walks through them beside us, on 

our own Emmaus road (Luke 24).  We 

aren’t alone.  When we can’t find Easter, 

Easter somehow finds us — if not on this 

designated Sunday, perhaps two days 

from now, or next week or mid-May. 

Watch for it; keep your heart open.  

Christ is risen indeed — and you shall be 

too.                                      —Heidi Mann 
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MISSION PROJECT 
Please bring in pop-tabs, eye glasses,  

box tops for education,& ink cartridges! 
There are collection boxes  

in the vestibule. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
BRING US YOUR PENNIES! 

This money will be used for partial 

scholarships to send our youth to 

Silver Lake this summer! 

If you have an idea of an agency that would benefit 

from small donations from this project please notify 

the minister or the members of the Christian Service 

committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**************************************************************************************** 
 

 
 

Each week we collect food items for the Amazing Grace Food Pantry in Middletown. 

This pantry is used by hundreds of people each month. Our little bit helps to feed hungry families. 
 

Thank you for your monthly contributions: 
 

Week 1:  Tuna Fish & Mayonnaise 

Week 2:  Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Week 3:  Cereal & Vegetable Oil 

Week 4:  Pasta Sauce & Canned Fruit 

Week 5:  Paper Products  (for Haddam Public Health) 
 

The committee is looking for ideas for local and worldwide mission-share your ideas with us. 
Ginny Evensen, June Lamoureux, Nancy Albert, Nancy Soneson and Amy Harlow 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 

 

The adult mission project for Lent is progressing 

nicely and will be dedicated on Palm Sunday.  We 

are making Hygiene Kits for Church World 

Service.  These kits include a hand towel, a 

washcloth, nail clippers, a wide tooth comb, a 

toothbrush and a bath-size soap.  These items will 

be packed in a gallon plastic bag and sent around 

the world where they are needed.   

Thank you to everyone who has shopped 

or donated money to this project. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, April 23rd, we will be serving dinner 

at St. Stephan Church in East Haddam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy a home cooked meal. 

Dinner is served from 5pm to 6pm 

and is open to everyone! 
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First Congregational Church 
of Haddam 

 

Saturday, April 29th  
8:30am – 1pm 

 

NOW is the time to clean out your closets and the attic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceeds from this sale will be used for 

mission activities for the church. 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THIS DATE: 

A pot luck supper is being planned for Saturday, May 20th. 

The theme will be “Pirates of the Connecticut River”. 

 

                 Here’s a chance to dress in costume, play pirate games 

 and enjoy each other’s company.  

 Supper will be served at 5:30 pm. 
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Christian Education News 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Children’s Choir Rehearsals 

The Children’s Choir (and their moms) will rehearse on April 2nd at 11:30 a.m. at HCC, 

and April 9th at 10:00 a.m. at FCCH.  
 

They will be performing Ring Them Bells and Alive, Alive 
during the Easter Sunday service! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2017 Children’s Lenten Mission Project:  Rice Bowls 
March 5th – April 16th  

 

FILL BOWL  > FIGHT HUNGER 
 

Just a reminder to our Sunday school children to continue to follow 

your Lenten mission project calendar through April 16th.  All filled rice 

bowl banks should be returned to the churches by the end of April. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Easter Egg Hunt 
April 16th 

Following the morning service at HCC 

 

 
 
 
 

Candy donations can be dropped off 
in the church vestibule (FCCH) or Fellowship Hall (HCC). 

 

College Care Packages 
 

Sunday, April 2nd (worship at HCC) is the last day to bring in items for 

our ten college care packages! 
 

We are looking for items such as candy bars, chips and snacks, 

microwave popcorn, etc. 
 

Thank you!  They love getting these packages! 
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Register at 
Haddamcongchurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interested in helping out with VBS?   

Fill out the volunteer form located at haddamcongchurch.org! 
(youth going into 6th grade and up) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Did you know that our Pennies From Heaven collection for the next few months 

will go toward sending three of our Sunday school children to Silver Lake? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to bring in your extra  

change this month! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Silver Lake Conference Center  

Summer Camp Registration now Open! 
Silver Lake, located in Sharon, CT, is a camp 

ministry run by the Connecticut Conference of the 

United Church of Christ.  It has been offering top 

quality camping experiences with a faith 

component for children entering grades 4 through 

12 for many years.   

Registration information is posted on the CE 

bulletin board in Fellowship Hall and on the 

Connecticut Conference website, www.ctucc.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   April Birthday! 

      Resse Timothy April 3rd  

  

http://www.ctucc.org/
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The Connecticut Conference United Church of Christ 
125 Sherman Street 
Hartford,  CT  06105 
 
To:  All Delegates of Connecticut Conference Churches 
Including Yourh Delegates 
Authorized Ministers:  Ordained, Commissioned, Licensed 
Officers, Board of Directors, Moderators of Associations 
Former Moderators of Annual Meetings 
Nominating Committee of the Conference 
Members in Discerment 
 

TRI-CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING – June 16 & 17, 2017 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island Conferences 

of the United Church of Christ 
 

The Moderator, the Rev. Paul Goodman of New Haven; the Assistant Moderator, Ms. Persephone 
Hall of Southington and the Chair of the Board of Directors, Mr. Mark Engstrom of Fairfield, join in 
inviting you to the One Hundred and Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Conference of 
the United Church of Christ, Friday & Saturday, June 16 & 17, 2017 at the Connecticut 
Convention Center, 100 Columbus Blvd, Hartford. 
 
You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both 
outwardly and inwardly. You have one teacher, one faith, one baptism, one God and Parent of all, 
who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you are and think and do is 
permeated with Oneness. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. Christ 
keeps us in step with each other. The very breath and blood of Christ flows through us, nourishing us 
so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love,  Ephesians 4:4-6,14-16, The Message, 
adapted. 
 
Be Part of History 
 Why is this meeting historic?  This Annual Meeting marks the first time that our conferences 
– Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island – will hold our annual meetings Together, As One. 
And it is the first time since the United Church of Christ was formed in 1957 that delegates will be 
asked to endorse the idea of joining together to form a new conference. 
 In January, 2017, following a year of discernment, the boards of directors of the three 
conferences unanimously approved a resolution to form a new conference.  They are now asking 
delegates to endorse that resolution, and to authorize the development of a detailed proposal for the 
new conference, which would come back to the annual meetings for approval in 2018. 
 
How will this work? 
 At this meeting, delegates and guests from the three conferences will attend a joint plenary 
session where together they will discern whether this is the right step to take. United Church of 
Christ General Minister the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer will be part of that conversation.  Then, 
delegates will separate into their individual conference annual meetings to vote on this resolution 
and take up other conference-specific business.  They will then come back together for a final joint 
plenary. 
 
 

Continued… 
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What else will be happening? 

 Worship on Friday and Saturday will be filled with color, energy and music, and it will be a 
celebration of our distinct and shared visions.  Friday evening will include communion and the 
dynamic preaching of The Rev. Dr. Maritza Angulo de González.  Join us as we take the lead from 
Christ, for we are a people on the move, Together, As One. 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Annual Meeting Event – Friday, June 16, 2017 Authorized Ministers’ Lunch and Program 
at the Hartford Marriott Downtown, 200 Columbus Blvd, from 12 to 3pm. 
Registration will begin at 11:30.  The 25 and 50 year Ordinands will be honored and the Rev. Dr. 
John Dorhauer will be the Keynote speaker. 
 
The Keynote presenter will be the  Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General Minister and President of 
the United Church of Christ. 
 
CT Plenary & Business:  Business matters will be conducted on Saturday afternoon:  vote on the 
Together, As One resolution, The Living Waters Award and other Resolutions. 
 
Youth Delegates will continue to be involved in the meetings this year as regular delegates. 
 
Please plan now to attend the Annual Meeting on June 16 & 17!  You won’t want to miss it! 
 
P. S. If you have any questions about this communiocation, please contact Cecile Gilson or Emily 
McKenna at the Conference Office by email (cecileg@ctucc.org or emilym@ctucc.org) or phone (860-
761-7114 or toll-free 866-367-2822). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Details about the new conference proposal, and the Annual Meeting, can be found at:  ctucc.org/together. 

Check http://www.ctucc.org/TriConAM/ for registration and other materials.  Registration is open now. 

mailto:cecileg@ctucc.org
mailto:emilym@ctucc.org
http://www.ctucc.org/TriConAM/


April 2017 

 10 

 

United in Ministry and Mission:                          January 21, 2017 

An Invitation to Create a New Conference 
Of the United Church of Christ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 Be it resolved that the Board of Directors of the Connecticut Conference of the UCC adopts 
the following statement of intent: 
 
 Grateful for the 2015-2016 time of discernment, we believe that God is calling our 
Conference to live into increased interdependence with the other two UCC Conferences of southern 
New England, that we make an impact by ministering and witnessing together, and that we live in a 

time when God is calling us to do a new thing. 
 
 As of today, we commit our Conference Board, staff and designated representatives to work 
with our counterparts from the other two UCC Conferences of southern New England to engage in a 
visioning process that includes (among other things) reasonable sharing of records and information, 
due diligence in sharing financial information as well as cultural and operational practices, 
encouragement of our members, churches and Associations to participate in each other’s’ programs 
and initiatives, and responding to each other’s’ inquiries – all focusing on the creation of a proposal 
that would be brought to a joint annual meeting of the three southern New England Conferences of 
the UCC in June 2018. 
 
 
Our time of discernment has led us to imagine that this proposal will be to create a new Conference: 
 i) with a single Board of Directors made up of diverse members coming from the three  
  Conferences. 
 ii) This single Board would also act, as necessary, as the Board of Directors for each of the  
  Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island Conferences. 
 iii) The proposal would allow for the three historic and legal Conference entities of  
  Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts to remain in place; 
 iv) The proposal may also recommend a transition to a unified budget and a new staffing  
  structure. 
 v) The proposal recognizes that Conference boundaries – including changes in Conference  
  boundaries – are determined by vote of synod and we anticipate that if this proposal is  
  approved by the joint annual meeting of the RI, CT and MA Conferences in June 2018, we  
  will appeal to synod in 2019 for recognition. 
 vi) The proposal may also provide a common table for other faith communities, both historic  
  and those coming into being, to share in common vision. 
 
 We also recognize that the planning process we now begin may lead us to respond to God’s 
call and increase our interdependence through other means. 

╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫╫ 

 
 On January 21, 2017 the CT, RI, and MA Boards each unanimously passed the above 
resolution.  When delegates from our three Conferences come together in June 2017, the three 
Annual Meetings will each be asked to pass a common resolution endorsing the above resolution. 
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Sunday, April 2, 2017 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 

John 11:1-45 

 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 

Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Passion Sunday or Palm Sunday 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54 

 

Monday, April 10, 2017 

Holy Week 

Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 36:5-11 

Hebrews 9:11-15 

John 12:1-11 

 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 

Holy Week 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 71:1-14 1 

Corinthians 1:18-31 

John 12:20-36 

 

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 

Holy Week 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 70 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

John 13:21-32 

 

 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 

Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 1 

Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Friday, April 14, 2017 

Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1—19:42 

 

Saturday, April 15, 2017 

Holy Saturday 

Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 1 

Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42 

 

Sunday, April 16, 2017 

Resurrection of the Lord—Easter Day 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 

 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 1 

Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for April 2017 
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